Speaking Notes: View From the Furnace
	Scripture
	Outline
	Handout

	Introduction

James 1:2-6  NIV
Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.  If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.

Message

 2Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests and challenges come at you from all sides. 3You know that under pressure, your faith-life is forced into the open and shows its true colors. 4So don't try to get out of anything prematurely. Let it do its work so you become mature and well-developed, not deficient in any way. 

    5If you don't know what you're doing, pray to the Father. He loves to help. You'll get his help, and won't be condescended to when you ask for it. 6Ask boldly, believingly, without a second thought. People who "worry their prayers" are like wind-whipped waves. 7Don't think you're going to get anything from the Master that way, 8adrift at sea, keeping all your options open.
	Introduction:
Consider trials/testing/challenges joy? A sheer gift? Right!

Message says:

V3 Your faith-life is forced into the open and shows its true colors.
Look at the promise:

Testing develops

(
Perseverance, which must finish it’s work to make you

(
Mature and complete

Not lacking anything

Also opens opportunity for us to ask for help: v 5-7 

If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.
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	Daniel 1:1-7

 1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his god in Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god. 

 3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring in some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility- 4 young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king's palace. 


	Unplanned Adventure

1. Principle: Our trials are always unplanned by us

a. But God is smart. He knows what He is doing.

2. 605 BC

3. Nebuchadnezzar took articles from the temple Daniel 1:2 

a. Put in temple of his god

4. Ordered Ashpenaz to get men Daniel 1:3 
a. Teenagers, generally considered 15-16 years old

b. Characteristics 1:4
i. Royal family/nobility

ii. Young men

iii. No physical defect

iv. Handsome

v. Aptitude for every kind of learning

vi. Well informed

vii. Quick to understand

viii. Qualified to serve in the king’s palace

c. Cum laude group, Ivy League scholarship recipients
	Unplanned Adventure

About Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah

· Royal family/nobility

· Young men

· No physical defect

· Handsome

· Aptitude for every kind of learning

· Well informed

· Quick to understand

· Qualified to serve in the king’s palace



	4c He was to teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians. 5 The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king's table. They were to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the king's service.
	5. Fringe Benefits 1:4-5 
a. Ashpenaz to teach language and literature of Babylonians

b. 3 years

c. Given food and wine from the king’s table


	Fringe Benefits and Test #1

· Learning
· Food and wine from king’s table
· New names
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	 6 Among these were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 7 The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego. 


	Given Names

New names

Daniel – 
God is my Judge 
Belteshazzar - 
keeper of the hidden treasures of Bel

or Bel—Protect his life!
Bel was chief idol
Hananiah - The grace of the Lord

Or The Lord shows grace
Shadrach 
The inspiration of the sun
which the Chaldeans worshipped
or Command of Aku—Summarian Mood Gods
Mishael - He that is the strong God

OR Who is what God is?
Meshach  
Of the goddess Shach, under which

name Venus was worshipped

OR who is what Aku is?
Azariah – The Lord is a help


Or The Lord helps
Abednego 
The servant of the shining fire, 

which they worshipped also

OR servant of Nego/Nebo
Regardless of origins of names, changed from God-related names to idol-related names

They can change the outside, but can they change the inside?


	Daniel 

God is my Judge

Belteshazzar - 
Keeper of the hidden treasures of Bel

	
	
	Hananiah 

The grace of the Lord

Shadrach 

The inspiration of the sun

	
	
	Mishael 

Who is what God is?

Meshach  
Of the goddess Shach

	
	
	Azariah 

The Lord is a help

Abednego 
The servant of the shining fire
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	Daniel 1:8-14 
8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way. 9 Now God had caused the official to show favor and sympathy to Daniel, 10 but the official told Daniel, "I am afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned your [c] food and drink. Why should he see you looking worse than the other young men your age? The king would then have my head because of you." 

 11 Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 12 "Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then compare our appearance with that of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in accordance with what you see." 14 So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days. 
	6. Test #1

a. Challenge- rich diet 

b. Sacrificed to idols in pagan worship

i. Not prepared according to the law—ceremonially unclean

ii. 1st portion offered to idols

iii. 1st wine poured out on altar

iv. Foundation of scripture

c. Asked for health foods

i. Good strategy- alternative rather than rebellion

ii. Part of the solution instead of the problem

d. 10 day test


	

	15 At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the young men who ate the royal food. 16 So the guard took away their choice food and the wine they were to drink and gave them vegetables instead.
	Passed the test!
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	17 To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds. 

 18 At the end of the time set by the king to bring them in, the chief official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king talked with them, and he found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king's service. 20 In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom. 
	God rewards them:
· Gifted by God

· Knowledge

· Understanding of all kinds of literature and learning

· Daniel understands visions and dreams

Graduation from 3 year college

Nebuchadnezzar recognizes this

· He found none equal to them v 19

· 10 times better than all magicians and enchanters v 20
	

	Chapter 2
1 In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his mind was troubled and he could not sleep. 2 So the king summoned the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers to tell him what he had dreamed. When they came in and stood before the king, 3 he said to them, "I have had a dream that troubles me and I want to know what it means.
	Test #2 – The King’s Dream
7. King having dreams, could not sleep.
8. Summons his magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers

	The problem
King having bad dreams
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	4 Then the astrologers answered the king in Aramaic, [c] "O king, live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will interpret it." 

 5 The king replied to the astrologers, "This is what I have firmly decided: If you do not tell me what my dream was and interpret it, I will have you cut into pieces and your houses turned into piles of rubble. 6 But if you tell me the dream and explain it, you will receive from me gifts and rewards and great honor. So tell me the dream and interpret it for me." 

 7 Once more they replied, "Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will interpret it." 

 8 Then the king answered, "I am certain that you are trying to gain time, because you realize that this is what I have firmly decided: 9 If you do not tell me the dream, there is just one penalty for you. You have conspired to tell me misleading and wicked things, hoping the situation will change. So then, tell me the dream, and I will know that you can interpret it for me." 

 10 The astrologers answered the king, "There is not a man on earth who can do what the king asks! No king, however great and mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any magician or enchanter or astrologer. 11 What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it to the king except the gods, and they do not live among men." 
	Trivia fact: All of Daniel is in Hebrew, except 2:4-7:28, which is in Aramaic, language of Babylon

Response of Court officials

9. Summons magicians, astrologers and sorcerers and Chaldeans

10. 2x tell us and we’ll tell you

a. Cut you to pieces and turn your houses to rubble

b. Conspiracy theory

2:11 No one can reveal it to the king except the gods, and they do not live among men
NASB whose dwelling place is not with {mortal} flesh.”
Another way to say that is not readily accessible

They knew it was a God thing.
	Response of the magicians, astrologers and sorcerers and Chaldeans

Tell us and we’ll tell you
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	 12 This made the king so angry and furious that he ordered the execution of all the wise men of Babylon. 13 So the decree was issued to put the wise men to death, and men were sent to look for Daniel and his friends to put them to death.
	Off with their heads!
11. Go find Daniel and friends

	

	 14 When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, had gone out to put to death the wise men of Babylon, Daniel spoke to him with wisdom and tact. 15 He asked the king’s officer, “Why did the king issue such a harsh decree?” Arioch then explained the matter to Daniel. 16 At this, Daniel went in to the king and asked for time, so that he might interpret the dream for him.
	12. Daniel chats with Arioch
a. With wisdom and tact
b. Discretion and discernment NASB
13. Asks for more time

	Response of Daniel

Determine what’s happening, then pray



	 17 Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter to his friends Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 18 He urged them to plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that he and his friends might not be executed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.
	14. Asks his friends to pray

15. Reveal this mystery

a. KJV secret

b. Heb. Raz- secret, hidden

Remember passage in James:

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God
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	19 During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God of heaven 20 and said:  "Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are his.  21 He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and deposes them.  He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the discerning.  22 He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in darkness,  and light dwells with him.  23 I thank and praise you, O God of my fathers:  You have given me wisdom and power, you have made known to me what we asked of you, you have made known to us the dream of the king."
	16. God comes through

17. Daniel hosts a praisefest:

· V 20 wisdom is his: 
chokmah: Wisdom, knowledge, experience, insight, judgement—always positive, ranges from knowing embroidery to warfare strategy to spiritual insight

· God revealed this wisdom to Daniel

· V 21 seasons: appointed times, epochs

Acts 17:25-27 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us.
	

	 24 Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to execute the wise men of Babylon, and said to him, "Do not execute the wise men of Babylon. Take me to the king, and I will interpret his dream for him." 

 25 Arioch took Daniel to the king at once and said, "I have found a man among the exiles from Judah who can tell the king what his dream means." 


	Daniel finds Arioch and halts the execution. Taken to Nebuchadnezzar.
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	 26 The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), "Are you able to tell me what I saw in my dream and interpret it?"
27  Daniel replied, "No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king the mystery he has asked about,  28  but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come….


	18. Acknowledges God’s role
19. Explains dream
a. Multipart statue
b. Multiple kingdoms
c. Judgment to come
d. Kingdom of God v 44
44 "In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever.

God is glorified when his plans are revealed:
Romans 16:25-27

Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him—to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.
	

	46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before Daniel and paid him honor and ordered that an offering and incense be presented to him. 47 The king said to Daniel, "Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this mystery." 

 48 Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and lavished many gifts on him. He made him ruler over the entire province of Babylon and placed him in charge of all its wise men. 49 Moreover, at Daniel's request the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego administrators over the province of Babylon, while Daniel himself remained at the royal court.
	20. Nebuchadnezzar’s response
21. Promotion of Daniel
a. Over Babylon, over wisement
b. Daniel requests Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego to oversee Babylon
c. Daniel stays at palace
d. Similar to Joseph – King of Egypt advanced him for interpreting dreams
22. God rewards faithfulness, sometimes not until heaven
James 1:12  Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test , he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him
	Response of Nebuchadnezzar

Acknowledges God, honors Daniel, promotes Daniel and Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
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	Chapter 3

1 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety feet high and nine feet wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2 He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come to the dedication of the image he had set up. 3 So the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials assembled for the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it. 

 4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed, "This is what you are commanded to do, O peoples, nations and men of every language: 5 As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace." 

 7 Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, all the peoples, nations and men of every language fell down and worshiped the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
	Test #3 The Statue
23. Image of gold
· 90 feet high, 9 feet wide (9 stories high!)

· Unknown what it is an image of

· Babylon full of idols already
· Dream in chapter 2 had gold head for Nebuchadnezzar
· Gold plated
24. Come to the dedication

a. Leadership 3:2 (Politicians!)
b. Whole city came to dedication

c. Requirements: 
Music= Worship
horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music 
d. No worship= into the furnace

e. Multi-cultural city – all fell down – every language 3:7 
Creates a crisis of belief for our friends. How will they respond?
	Test #3 – The Statue

Description

Requirements/Consequences
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	8 At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews. 9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, "O king, live forever! 10 You have issued a decree, O king, that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music must fall down and worship the image of gold, 11 and that whoever does not fall down and worship will be thrown into a blazing furnace. 12 But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to you, O king. They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up."
	Tattletales!
25. Astrologers/Chaldeans
a. Daniel and his friends had saved their lives in chapter 2

b. Natives of the land

26. Accusation

a. Brown nosers- O King, live forever

b. Position v12
c. who pay no attention to you
d. They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up
i. Nothing had changed with how they always were

ii. Scandalous! High position


	Response of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego

Did not bow down

	 13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought before the king, 14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, "Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? 15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?"
	Nebuchadnezzar’s Response

27. Fury

a. consistent

28. Second chance

a. Is it true?

i. After all I’ve done for you

b. Repeat of consequences

c. Truth or dare, turn or burn

i. 3:15 Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?

	Response of Nebuchadnezzar
Second chance

Turn or burn
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	 16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up."
	Reply
29. Civil disobedience
a. Some irony since the Jews had been sent to captivity because of their idolatry

b. No matter what, we won’t bow down

I Peter 2:12-15  
Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.  Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men.  

30. Calm response, as Jesus did in before his accusers
a. Did not presume God would deliver them
i. Willing to accept His sovereignty
b. Same attitude as Paul
· Romans 14:8  If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we  die  to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.
· Philippians 1:20-21  I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.   For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain


	Faith Response

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter.   If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king.  But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." (Daniel 3:17-19)
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	 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 21 So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king's command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace.
	Fury of the king
31. Attitude changed v. 19
32. Into the furnace!
a. Furnace large enough for people to walk around
i. Word is  "oven', as used for baking bricks or smelting metals

ii. Same location as Tower of Babel – made lots of bricks!

iii. Perhaps used to create the idol or it’s base

b. Heated furnace 7 times
c. Tied them up hand and foot
d. Killed soldiers throwing them in
33. View from the Furnace – Would God come through?
	View from the Furnace

Description of the furnace



	
	34. Perspective of Shadrach, Mescach and Abednego

a. Doing the right things

b. Standing up for God

c. Took a risk

d. Not supposed to happen this way!

e. Recalled words of David:

f. Psalm 119: 50-56

My comfort in my suffering is this:  Your promise preserves my life.  The arrogant mock me without restraint, but I do not turn from your law. I remember your ancient laws, O LORD, and I find comfort in them.  Indignation grips me because of the wicked, who have forsaken your law.  Your decrees are the theme of my song wherever I lodge.  
 In the night I remember your name, O LORD, and I will keep your law.  This has been my practice:  I obey your precepts.
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	35. Have you ever been in that setting?

a. Doing the right things

b. Standing up for God

c. Not supposed to happen this way!

d. Consider it all joy…

Zechariah 13:9

This third I will bring into the fire; I will refine them like silver and test them like gold.  They will call on my name and I will answer them; I will say, `They are my people,' and they will say, `The LORD is our God.'
	

	
	Back to the story…

36. Day wasn’t coming out like Nebuchadnezzar wanted either.

a. worship didn’t work

b. burned up his key officials
	

	
	Song: Cool in the Furnace
	

	24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, "Weren't there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?" 
      They replied, "Certainly, O king." 
 25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” 
	37. Nebuchadnezzar leaps to his feet

38. Didn’t I throw in 3? I see four

39. Knew they were tied up, but now loosed and walking around
40. Fourth person looks like son of the gods
a. Son of God
b. Pre-incarnate appearance of Christ
	What happened


	Scripture
	Outline
	Handout

	26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, "Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" 
      So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.
	Come out!
41. By name and “servants of the Most High God”
42. Fire hadn’t harmed them
a. No smell of fire

b. No hair singed

c. Robes not scorched

43. Only ropes had come off

	Nebuchadnezzar’s response

Then Nebuchadnezzar said, "Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king's command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.

(Daniel 3:28)



	 28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, "Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king's command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. 29 Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way." 

 30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon.


	44. Nebuchadnezzar’s reaction
a. Praise

b. Their God

c. They trusted
45. Reward for faithfulness – promotion
46. We see the deliverance of God and his presence in a trial
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	Why these tests?
47. Sometimes a proving ground
· Proverbs 17:3  
The crucible for silver and the  furnace  for gold,  but the LORD tests the heart.

· Proverbs 27:21  
The crucible for silver and the  furnace for gold,  but man is tested by the praise he receives.

48. Sometimes a refining process
· Jeremiah 9:7 
Therefore this is what the LORD Almighty says:  "See, I will refine and test them,  for what else can I do  because of the sin of my people?

· Isaiah 48:10-13
 See, I have refined you, though not as silver; I have tested you in the furnace of affliction. For my own sake, for my own sake, I do this.  How can I let myself be defamed?  I will not yield my glory to another.  "Listen to me, O Jacob, Israel, whom I have called:  I am he; I am the first and I am the last.  My own hand laid the foundations of the earth, and my right hand spread out the heavens; when I summon them, they all stand up together.

49. A promise to be with us
· Isaiah 43:1-3 
 But now, this is what the LORD says-- he who created you, O Jacob,  he who formed you, O Israel:  "Fear not, for I have redeemed you;  I have summoned you by name; you are mine.  When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers,  they will not sweep over you.  When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.  For I am the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
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