Speaking Notes – My Story, His Glory
	Scripture
	Outline
	Handout

	Isaiah 43:1-3a

1 But now, this is what the LORD says— 
       he who created you, O Jacob, 
       he who formed you, O Israel: 
       "Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
       I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 

 2 When you pass through the waters, 
       I will be with you; 
       and when you pass through the rivers, 
       they will not sweep over you. 
       When you walk through the fire, 
       you will not be burned; 
       the flames will not set you ablaze.

3 For I am the LORD, your God, 
       the Holy One of Israel, your Savior….


	Intro:

· We have seen how God protected Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the fiery furnace. 

· We have seen how He protected Daniel and this trio from death in an impossible situation. 

· We have seen Jesus protect the disciples in two storms. 
	But now, this is what the LORD says— 
       he who created you, O Jacob, 
       he who formed you, O Israel: 
       "Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
       I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 

 When you pass through the waters, 
       I will be with you; 
       and when you pass through the rivers, 
       they will not sweep over you. 
       When you walk through the fire, 
       you will not be burned; 
       the flames will not set you ablaze.

 For I am the LORD, your God, 
       the Holy One of Israel, your Savior….

 Isaiah 43:1-3a



	For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 




Jeremiah 29:11

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 





Romans 8:28

 But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all generations.
Psalm 33:11
…for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.   Philippians 2:13
	We know these verses, but in the middle of a crisis, they don’t always make sense or seem to be reality.
	


	I have loved you with an ever lasting love. I have drawn you with my lovingkindness.
Jeremiah 31:3

	1. Abuse

2. Prince Charming – Fairy tale

3. Issues with Michael

a. Wait a minute—doing right!

b. BUT GOD!

c. Pity party Good Friday – you do

d. Dance with me
	

	'The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house,' says the LORD Almighty. 'And in this place I will grant peace,' declares the LORD Almighty." Haggai 2:9

  " 'From this day on I will bless you.'” Haggai 2:19


	4. To PAG

a. Latter better than the first

b. Music – learn to worship me

c. Joshua – approach the city

d. Andy’s confrontation

e. Jacob wrestling

5. Restoration
	

	They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations. Their descendants will be known among the nations and their offspring among the peoples. All who see them will acknowledge that they are a people the LORD has blessed."  Isaiah 61:4,9
	6. I’m pregnant

a. BUT GOD!

b. Mary Araujo – what the devil meant for evil

c. Micah is a blessing

d. God provided a godly husband for her


	

	When I am afraid, I will trust in you. In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I will not be afraid. What can mortal man do to me? Psalm 56:3-4

You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you. Isaiah 26:3

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. John 14:27


	7. Miry clay
a. Bats

b. Panic

c. Hospital

i. Not-everything

d. Not better

e. Chemical imbalance

f. BUT GOD!

i. Jay


	


	
	8. Impossible! But God….

a. Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, Daniel
	But God……

	
	b. Ruth
i. Young widow

ii. Cranky mother-in-law

iii. Foreigner
	

	Esther 4:4 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?”
	c. Esther
i. Kidnapped

ii. Arranged marriage

iii. Needed permission to speak with her husband
	

	Genesis 45: 4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 5 And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 6 For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will not be plowing and reaping. 7 But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.  8 “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt. 
	d. Joseph
i. Sold into slavery

ii. Imprisoned falsely

iii. Forgotten 

Genesis 50: 19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 21 So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.
	


	John111: 4When he heard this, Jesus said, "This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God's glory so that God's Son may be glorified through it." 5Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days….  25Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.

	e. Mary, Martha and raising of Lazarus


	

	Acts 3:15You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this.

Romans 5:6You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
	f. Jesus

i. Left glory of heaven

ii. Born in a smelly barn

	

	I Corinthians 1:26-31 26 Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him. 30It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."
	9. God is smart. He knows what He is doing.

In our personal struggles, we have a choice to make.  We can focus on our tremendous need or on His tremendous resources. We can become preoccupied with the size of our struggles, or the sufficiency of our God….Our problems and circumstances really can be enormous, can’t they? But it’s all a matter of perspective. Hold something close to your face and it’s huge. Back away and it begins to shrink. Focusing your attention on Christ’s sufficiency causes you to back away from your huge circumstances. As we back away to gaze at God, the greater He becomes. Stand back and look at Him. He is so great that you will never get all of Him within your scope of view.
I Can Only Imagine, MercyMe with Jeff Kinley p 91-92
	

	Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go." Joshua 1:9

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. Matthew 28:28


	10. God is with us

a. Isaac, Joshua

i. Prior to their commission

b. Great commission

i. Some of the last words of Jesus

ii. Remember first and last things in a speech
	Standing in the Trial: Knowing that…

God is with us



	The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them. Psalm 145:18-19

I call on the LORD in my distress, and he answers me. Psalm 120:1
This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him. 1 John 5:14-15


	11. God sees us

a. Disciples

12. He also hears us when we call
	God hears and sees us




	James 1:2-6, 12 Amplified

2Consider it wholly joyful, my brethren, whenever you are enveloped in or encounter trials of any sort or fall into various temptations.  3Be assured and understand that the trial and proving of your faith bring out endurance and steadfastness and patience.4But let endurance and steadfastness and patience have full play and do a thorough work, so that you may be [people] perfectly and fully developed [with no defects], lacking in nothing.5If any of you is deficient in wisdom, let him ask of the giving God [Who gives] to everyone liberally and ungrudgingly, without reproaching or faultfinding, and it will be given him.6Only it must be in faith that he asks with no wavering (no hesitating, no doubting). For the one who wavers (hesitates, doubts) is like the billowing surge out at sea that is blown hither and thither and tossed by the wind.

12Blessed (happy, to be envied) is the man who is patient under trial and stands up under temptation, for when he has stood the test and been approved, he will receive [the victor's] crown of life which God has promised to those who love Him.

For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.
2 Corinthians 4:17-18
	13. God knows what he is doing.

Greek –trials
Peirasmos (pi-ras-mos')
1. an experiment, attempt, trial, proving 

0. the trial of man's fidelity, integrity, virtue, constancy 

0. an enticement to sin, temptation, whether arising from the desires or from the outward circumstances 

0. an internal temptation to sin 

1. of the temptation by which the devil sought to divert Jesus the Messiah from his divine errand 

1. of the condition of things, or a mental state, by which we are enticed to sin, or to a lapse from the faith and holiness 

1. adversity, affliction, trouble: sent by God and serving to test or prove one's character, faith, holiness 


	God knows what He is doing – It has a purpose

Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind….

 Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.

James 1:2-6, 12

For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 
2 Corinthians 4:17-18




	Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed. Proverbs 16:3

In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his steps. Proverbs 16:9


	14. God’s intentions may be very different than ours. Are you willing to give him your plans?
	Are you willing to give Him your plans?
Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed. Proverbs 16:3

In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his steps. Proverbs 16:9



	Malachi 3:2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner's fire or a launderer's soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years.
	A woman who read this verse at a Bible study wanted to know how it related to us and our walk with God, so she decided to investigate further. She called and made an appointment with a silversmith. Without mentioning 
anything beyond a general interest in the process, she sat and observed him work! 
He would start with a lump of raw ore which contained some precious metal. By burning it he would refine the metal. In order to purify the metal, the fire had to be very hot and very intense.

She watched as he held the silver over the fire, explaining that in order to burn away every impurity he had to keep it in the middle where it was hottest. He would go through the process a number of times making his product more and more pure. 

She asked him if he usually sat in front of the fire the entire time. "Yes," he replied, "Not only do I have to hold it, I must watch it. 
If I leave it there even a moment too long it will be destroyed instead of refined. 
After thinking about that for a while she asked, "Then how do you know when the process is complete?" Smiling, the silversmith replied, "That's easy, I see my face reflected in it." 


	This third I will bring into the fire; I will refine them like silver and test them like gold. They will call on my name and I will answer them; I will say, 'They are my people,' and they will say, 'The LORD is our God.' "

Zechariah 13:9

2 Corinthians 3:18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
	15. Done when he can see the reflection

a. They can call on his name and say The Lord is Our God.

Hebrew – Refine

Tsaraph (tsaw-raf')
1. to smelt, refine, test 

a. (Qal) 

1. to smelt, refine 

2. to test 

3. to test (and prove true) 

4. smelter, refiner, goldsmith (participle) 

b. (Niphal) to be refined 

c. (Piel) to be a refiner 

1. refiner (participle)

Hebrew- Test
Bachan (baw-khan')
1. to examine, try, prove 

a. (Qal) 

1. to examine, scrutinise 

2. to test, prove, try (of gold, persons, the heart, man of God) 

b. (Niphal) to be tried, proved 

c. (Pual) to make a trial 

16. Reflecting the Lord’s glory is worship

Greek- Reflect

Katoptrizomai (kat-op-trid'-zom-ahee)
Only use of this word in scripture
1. to show in a mirror, to make to reflect, to mirror 

2. to look at one's self in a mirror 

3. to behold one's self in a mirror
	Done when __________________________
 This third I will bring into the fire; 
       I will refine them like silver 
       and test them like gold. 
       They will call on my name 
       and I will answer them; 
       I will say, 'They are my people,' 
       and they will say, 'The LORD is our God.' "

Zechariah 13:9


	1 Samuel 12: 20-24

You have certainly done wrong, but make sure now that you worship the Lord with all your heart and that you don’t turn your back on him in any way. Don’t go back to worshipping worthless idols that cannot help or rescue you—they are really useless! The Lord will not abandon his chosen people. For that would dishonor his great name. He made you a special nation for himself… But be sure to fear the Lord and sincerely worship him. Think of all the wonderful things he has done for you.  


	17. Are you willing to give Him your worship – no matter what?

18. There are 2 times to worship God:

a. When you feel like it

b. When you don’t
“There are times in our lives when there are literally no signs of hope, no visible reasons to carry on. The only assurance you have in those times is the promise of Scripture—the written guarantee of God’s Word. Is that enough for you? If all you had in your darkest hours was the simple promise of Scripture, could you survive on that? Void of all signs of hope or help, would you still choose to worship Him? This can make us feel a bit like Job, who said “Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him. (Job 12:15) That’s where we sometimes find ourselves, don’t we? But will we still worship during those occasions when we hear nothing from God? In the silence, how will we respond? Will we allow it to overtake us, or will we fill that silence with our worship of Him?”
I Can Only Imagine, MercyMe with Jeff Kinley, p 91-92
	Are you willing to give Him your worship?

There are 2 times to worship God:


1. 


2.

You have certainly done wrong, but make sure now that you worship the Lord with all your heart and that you don’t turn your back on him in any way. Don’t go back to worshipping worthless idols that cannot help or rescue you—they are really useless! The Lord will not abandon his chosen people. For that would dishonor his great name. He made you a special nation for himself… But be sure to fear the Lord and sincerely worship him. Think of all the wonderful things he has done for you.  

1 Samuel 12: 20-24

	Isaiah 55:8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD.  9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
	19. So how can your story be for His glory?
	My Story, His Glory
For my thoughts are higher than your thoughts…




My Story, His Glory – Session Three

9

