
View From the Furnace

Session One

Unplanned Adventure


About Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah

Fringe Benefits and Test #1

New Names

	Given Names
	New Names

	Daniel 

God is my Judge 
	Belteshazzar - 
Keeper of the hidden treasures of Bel

	Hananiah 

The grace of the Lord
	Shadrach 

The inspiration of the sun

	Mishael 

Who is what God is?
	Meshach  
Of the goddess Shach

	Azariah 

The Lord is a help

	Abednego 
The servant of the shining fire


Test #2 – The Dream


The problem

Response of the magicians, astrologers and sorcerers and Chaldeans

Response of Daniel

Response of Nebuchadnezzar

Test #3 – The Statue


Description


Requirements/Consequences


Response of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego


Response of Nebuchadnezzar


Faith Response

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter.   If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king.  But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." (Daniel 3:17-19)
View from the Furnace


Description of the furnace


What happened


Nebuchadnezzar’s response

Then Nebuchadnezzar said, "Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king's command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.

(Daniel 3:28)

Small Group Discussion 1

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego had to stand up for their faith. Describe a time when you had to stand up for what you believed in.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter.   If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king.  But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up."
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego had to trust God for the outcome here. When has your faith been tested?

How did you respond?

Do you feel like you passed the test? Would you respond differently today?
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