Session Two:  What keeps us away?

Isaiah 26:7-9 The path of the righteous is level; O upright One, you make the way of the righteous smooth. Yes, LORD, walking in the way of your laws, we wait for you; your name and renown are the desire of our hearts.  My soul yearns for you in the night; in the morning my spirit longs for you. When your judgments come upon the earth, the people of the world learn righteousness.

Circle the verbs.  What kind of verbs are they? Present tense, action.

Longing for Jesus

I need you more, more than yesterday, more than I can say…

More than the air I breathe, more than the song I sing, 

I need you more than anything…

You are my desire, nothing else will do

Nothing else can take your place to feel the warmth of your embrace

You’re all I want You’re all I ever needed…

All I desire is you

And nothing I desire compares with you…

Time illustration

If I sit at the feet of Jesus who will make supper?

What keeps us away?

Stuff gets in the way

Approach with a grocery list

Competing values

Sin gets in the way

Sin

· Pride

· Doubt

· Idolatry

· Self sufficiency

· Indifference

· Ingratitude

· Unforgiveness

· Materialism

Galatians 5:19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 

20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 

21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 

24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 

25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.

Romans 8:1-2 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,  because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.

I John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

VERSE:

   The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.

    -- Luke 19:10

       http://www.SearchGodsWord.org/desk/?query=Luke+19:10

THOUGHT:

   "The Friend of Sinners."  Of all the things Jesus was called, I

believe that was his favorite.
Come to think of it, I believe it's

my favorite, too!

PRAYER:

   Father, while I know you hate sin and the havoc it creates in

our lives, I am so thankful that when you came to earth you were

not our judge but our Savior, you were our friend.  I promise to

live today more aware of your love for the lost because I know what

it means to be found.  Through Jesus my Lord, I pray.  Amen.

Heartlight 4/27/02
Self gets in the way

Fear

Not knowing how

Do I actually know God

Matthew 6: 

25 "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 

26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 

27 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? 
28 "And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 

29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 

30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 

31 So do not worry, saying, `What shall we eat?' or `What shall we drink?' or `What shall we wear?' 

32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.
33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

