The Life and Letters of Peter

Lesson Four: Peter After the Resurrection

What had Peter seen and experienced in the last three years?

What do we know about Peter's nature so far?

What were Peter's last instructions from Jesus?

Learning & Waiting
Acts 1:1-12
Luke8:42-48

The disciples were given
a specific instruction.
What was it?

What was promised?

How many days had
elapsed since the resur-
rection?

What happened?

(Acts 1:1-12)

In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until
the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave
many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days
and spoke about the kingdom of God.

On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not
leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak
about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit." So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to
restore the kingdom to Israel?" He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or
dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Sa-
maria, and to the ends of the earth."

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their
sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men
dressed in white stood beside them. "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come
back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven."...
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Replacing Judas

Read Acts 1:13-17
Who was involved in this
meeting?

How many were there?

What were they doing?

Who took the lead?

What was his suggestion
and what was the reference
for this suggestion?

(Acts 1:13-17)

When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present
were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew;
James son of Alphaeus and Peter the Zealot, and Judas son of James. They all joined to-
gether constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with
his brothers. In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about
a hundred and twenty) and said, "Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled which the
Holy Spirit spoke long ago through the mouth of David concerning Judas, who served as
guide for those who arrested Jesus-- he was one of our number and shared in this minis-
try."...

"For," said Peter, "it is written in the book of Psalms, "May his place be deserted;
let there be no one to dwell in it,' and, "May another take his place of leadership." There-
fore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time the
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from John's baptism to the time when
Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his resur-
rection."

So they proposed two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and Matthias.
Then they prayed, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which of these two you have
chosen to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs."

Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles.

Promise Fulfilled
Read Acts 2:1-14

Pentecost is 50 days after
Passover. Also known as
the Feast of Harvest, Fes-
tival of First Fruits, the
purpose of this feast was
to commemorate the
completion of the grain
harvest, and sacrifices
were to be made.

What happened to the
disciples?

How did the people re-
act?

Acts 2:1-14

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a
sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole
house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that
separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. Now there
were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When
they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one
heard them speaking in his own language.

Utterly amazed, they asked: "Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans?
Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? Parthians,
Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors
from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs--we hear them
declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!" Amazed and perplexed, they
asked one another, "What does this mean?" Some, however, made fun of them and
said, "They have had too much wine.
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Peter’s Message at

Pentecost
Read Acts 2:14-41

How does Peter react to the
people?

What does he use to con-
vince them of his message?

He is addressing Jews who
are in Jerusalem for Pente-
cost. What points does he
make about Jesus?

What happens?

(Acts 2:14-41) Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the
crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen
carefully to what | say. These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the
morning! No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

"In the last days, God says, | will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and

daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will

dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, | will pour out my

Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. 1 will show wonders in the heaven

above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. The

sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the
great and glorious day of the Lord. And everyone who calls on the name of the

Lord will be saved.'

"Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by
miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves
know. This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God
raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible
for death to keep its hold on him.

David said about him:

"I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be

shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will live

in hope, because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your

Holy One see decay. You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill

me with joy in your presence.'

"Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his
tomb is here to this day. But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on
oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. Seeing what was ahead,
he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor
did his body see decay. God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the
fact. Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy
Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. For David did not ascend to
heaven, and yet he said, "The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I make your
enemies a footstool for your feet."

"Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and Christ." When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart
and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"

Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The
promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our
God will call."

With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save your-
selves from this corrupt generation." Those who accepted his message were baptized, and
about three thousand were added to their number that day.
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Peter and John and
the Cripple

Where are Peter and John
going?

Who do they meet?

What happens?

What is the reaction of the
people?

What is Peter’s reaction?

What points does Peter
make about Jesus?

How does the local leader-
ship react?

(Acts 3:1-26)

One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer--at three in the
afternoon. Now a man crippled from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beauti-
ful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts. When he saw
Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money.

Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, "Look at us!" So the man
gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them. Then Peter said, "Silver or
gold I do not have, but what | have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk."
Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man's feet and ankles be-
came strong. He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the tem-
ple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God. When all the people saw him walking and
praising God, they recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple
gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened
to him.

While the beggar held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came
running to them in the place called Solomon's Colonnade. When Peter saw this, he said to
them: "Men of Israel, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own
power or godliness we had made this man walk? The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the
God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you
disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. You disowned the Holy and
Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. You killed the author of life, but
God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. By faith in the name of Jesus, this
man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus' name and the faith that comes
through him that has given this complete healing to him, as you can all see.

"Now, brothers, | know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. But this is
how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Christ would
suffer. Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of re-
freshing may come from the Lord, and that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed
for you--even Jesus. He must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore eve-
rything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets. For Moses said,

‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own

people; you must listen to everything he tells you. Anyone who does not listen to

him will be completely cut off from among his people.’
"Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have foretold these days.
And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to
Abraham, "Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed. 'When God raised up
his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked
ways."

The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John
while they were speaking to the people. They were greatly disturbed because the apostles
were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. They seized
Peter and John, and because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day. But many
who heard the message believed, and the number of men grew to about five thousand.
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Peter and John and
Politics

The authorities challenge
Peter and John for the
healing of the beggar. How
does Peter respond?

What points does he make
about Jesus?

How do the leaders de-
scribe Peter and John?

(Acts 4:5-23)

The next day the rulers, elders and teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. Annas
the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and the other men of the
high priest's family. They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question
them: "By what power or what name did you do this?"

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: "Rulers and elders of the
people! If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple
and are asked how he was healed, then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the
dead, that this man stands before you healed. He is "the stone you builders rejected,
which has become the capstone.' Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other
name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were un-
schooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been
with Jesus. But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with
them, there was nothing they could say. So they ordered them to withdraw from the San-
hedrin and then conferred together. "What are we going to do with these men?" they
asked. "Everybody living in Jerusalem knows they have done an outstanding miracle, and
we cannot deny it. But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people,
we must warn these men to speak no longer to anyone in this name." Then they called
them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.

But Peter and John replied, "Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey
you rather than God. For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard."
After further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to punish them, because
all the people were praising God for what had happened. For the man who was miracu-
lously healed was over forty years old. On their release, Peter and John went back to their
own people and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them.

Remember What Jesus said... Mark 13:9-11

"You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in the synagogues. On account of
me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. And the gospel must first be preached to all nations.
Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given
you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.
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Peter and the Truth

How do you think Peter knew about
the secret?

As leader of the church, how does Pe-
ter handle this difficult situation?

(Acts 5: 1-11) Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira,
also sold a piece of property. With his wife's full knowledge he kept back
part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apos-
tles' feet. Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your
heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some
of the money you received for the land? Didn't it belong to you before it
was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What
made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to
God." When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear
seized all who heard what had happened. Then the young men came for-
ward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him.

About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened.
Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the
land?" "Yes," she said, "that is the price." Peter said to her, "How could you
agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men who buried
your hushand are at the door, and they will carry you out also." At that
moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in
and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her hushand.
Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events.

Remember What Jesus said...

Matt 16:23-27

Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the
things of God, but the things of men." Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for me will find it. What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man
give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he
will reward each person according to what he has done.

& Fedar and John to =Samans
= Pater o Joppa then Cassana
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Peter and Simon in Samaria

How did Peter wind up in Samaria?

What happened with Simon?

How did Peter deal with Simon?

(Acts 8:2-5, 8-23)

But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house,
he dragged off men and women and put them in prison. Those who had
been scattered preached the word wherever they went. Philip went down to
a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there...

Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in
the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was
someone great, and all the people, both high and low, gave him their atten-
tion and exclaimed, "This man is the divine power known as the Great
Power." They followed him because he had amazed them for a long time
with his magic. But when they believed Philip as he preached the good
news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were bap-
tized, both men and women. Simon himself believed and was baptized.
And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and mira-
cles he saw.

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted
the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. When they arrived,
they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, because the
Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been bap-
tized into the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their
hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the
apostles' hands, he offered them money and said, "Give me also this ability
so that everyone on whom | lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit."
Peter answered: "May your money perish with you, because you thought
you could buy the gift of God with money! You have no part or share in
this ministry, because your heart is not right before God. Repent of this
wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive you for having
such a thought in your heart. For | see that you are full of bitterness and
captive to sin." Then Simon answered, "Pray to the Lord for me so that
nothing you have said may happen to me." When they had testified and
proclaimed the word of the Lord, Peter and John returned to Jerusalem,
preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages.

Remember What Jesus said...

Acts 1.8

You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
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Peter and Miracles
Where was Peter?

What happened?

(Acts 9:31-35)

Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of
peace. It was strengthened; and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it grew in
numbers, living in the fear of the Lord. As Peter traveled about the coun-
try, he went to visit the saints in Lydda. There he found a man named
Aeneas, a paralytic who had been bedridden for eight years. "Aeneas," Pe-
ter said to him, "Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and take care of your mat."
Immediately Aeneas got up. All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw
him and turned to the Lord.

Where was Peter?

What happened?

(Acts 9:36-43)

In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which, when translated, is
Dorcas ), who was always doing good and helping the poor. About that
time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an
upstairs room. Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that
Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, "Please come
at once!" Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs
to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the
robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with
them. Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees
and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, "Tabitha, get up."
She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. He took her by the hand
and helped her to her feet. Then he called the believers and the widows and
presented her to them alive. This became known all over Joppa, and many
people believed in the Lord. Peter stayed in Joppa for some time with a
tanner named Simon.

Remember What Jesus said...

Luke 8:51-55

When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John and James, and the
child's father and mother. Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and mourning for her. "Stop wailing," Jesus said.
"She is not dead but asleep.” They laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. But he took her by the hand and said,
"My child, get up!" Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat.
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Peter and Cornelius

What do we know about Cornelius
from this passage?

What were Cornelius' directions in
the vision?

What was Peter doing?

What was his vision?

How does God choreograph these
two visions?

How does Cornelius react to Pe-
ter?

What does Peter do?

(Acts10:1 -48)

At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was
known as the Italian Regiment. He and all his family were devout and God-fearing;
he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly. One day at about
three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, who came
to him and said, "Cornelius!"

Cornelius stared at him in fear. "What is it, Lord?" he asked. The angel
answered, "Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering
before God. Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is
called Peter. He is staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea."
When the angel who spoke to him had gone, Cornelius called two of his servants
and a devout soldier who was one of his attendants. He told them everything that
had happened and sent them to Joppa.

About noon the following day as they were on their journey and ap-
proaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. He became hungry and
wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a
trance. He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to
earth by its four corners. It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as
reptiles of the earth and birds of the air. Then a voice told him, "Get up, Peter. Kill
and eat." "Surely not, Lord!" Peter replied. "I have never eaten anything impure or
unclean." The voice spoke to him a second time, "Do not call anything impure that
God has made clean." This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was
taken back to heaven.

While Peter was wondering about the meaning of the vision, the men sent
by Cornelius found out where Simon's house was and stopped at the gate. They
called out, asking if Simon who was known as Peter was staying there. While Peter
was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, "Simon, three men are
looking for you. So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with them, for
| have sent them." Peter went down and said to the men, "I'm the one you're look-
ing for. Why have you come?"

The men replied, "We have come from Cornelius the centurion. He is a
righteous and God-fearing man, who is respected by all the Jewish people. A holy
angel told him to have you come to his house so that he could hear what you have
to say." Then Peter invited the men into the house to be his guests. The next day
Peter started out with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa went along. The
following day he arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called
together his relatives and close friends.

As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in rever-
ence. But Peter made him get up. "Stand up," he said, "I am only a man myself."
Talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people. He said
to them: "You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with a
Gentile or visit him. But God has shown me that | should not call any man impure or
unclean. So when | was sent for, | came without raising any objection. May | ask
why you sent for me?"
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What does Peter tell them about
Jesus?

What happens?

Cornelius answered: "Four days ago | was in my house praying at this hour,
at three in the afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me and
said, 'Cornelius, God has heard your prayer and remembered your gifts to the poor.
Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. He is a guest in the home of Simon the
tanner, who lives by the sea.' So | sent for you immediately, and it was good of you
to come. Now we are all here in the presence of God to listen to everything the
Lord has commanded you to tell us."

Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not
show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is
right. You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good
news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. You know what has hap-
pened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached--
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he
went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil,
because God was with him. "We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of
the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, but God
raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. He was not
seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen--by us who
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to
the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the
living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."

While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who
heard the message. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were as-
tonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.
For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said, "Can
anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have received the
Holy Spirit just as we have." So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.

How do the other believers react
to this?

What had Peter learned?

Acts 11:1-4,12, 15-18

The apostles and the brothers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles
also had received the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the cir-
cumcised believers criticized him and said, "You went into the house of uncircum-
cised men and ate with them." Peter began and explained everything to them pre-
cisely as it had happened:...The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going
with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man's house...

"As | began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us
at the beginning. Then | remembered what the Lord had said: John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." So if God gave them the same
gift as he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | to think that |
could oppose God?" When they heard this, they had no further objections and
praised God, saying, "So then, God has granted even the Gentiles repentance unto
life."
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Peter's Prison Escape

How did Peter wind up in prison
this time?

How did Peter get out?

Acts 12:1-19

It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the
church, intending to persecute them. He had James, the brother of John, put to
death with the sword. When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to
seize Peter also. This happened during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded
by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for public trial
after the Passover. So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly pray-
ing to God for him. The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was
sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at
the entrance. Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell.
He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. "Quick, get up!" he said, and the
chains fell off Peter's wrists. Then the angel said to him, "Put on your clothes and
sandals." And Peter did so. "Wrap your cloak around you and follow me," the angel
told him. Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the
angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. They
passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It
opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the
length of one street, suddenly the angel left him. Then Peter came to himself and
said, "Now | know without a doubt that the Lord sent his angel and rescued me from
Herod's clutches and from everything the Jewish people were anticipating.”

When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother
of John, also called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying. Peter
knocked at the outer entrance, and a servant girl named Rhoda came to answer the
door. When she recognized Peter's voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back with-
out opening it and exclaimed, "Peter is at the door!"

"You're out of your mind," they told her. When she kept insisting that it
was so, they said, "It must be his angel." But Peter kept on knocking, and when they
opened the door and saw him, they were astonished. Peter motioned with his hand
for them to be quiet and described how the Lord had brought him out of prison.
“Tell James and the brothers about this," he said, and then he left for another place.

In the morning, there was no small commotion among the soldiers as to
what had become of Peter. After Herod had a thorough search made for him and
did not find him, he cross-examined the guards and ordered that they be executed.
Then Herod went from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there a while.
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Paul Meets Peter
Where and when did Peter meet
Paul?

(Galatians 1:15-24)

But when God, who set me[Paul] apart from birth and called me by his grace, was
pleased to reveal his Son in me so that | might preach him among the Gentiles, | did not
consult any man, nor did | go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before |
was, but | went immediately into Arabia and later returned to Damascus. Then after
three years, | went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Peter and stayed with him
fifteen days. | saw none of the other apostles--only James, the Lord's brother. | assure
you before God that what | am writing you is no lie. Later | went to Syria and Cilicia. |
was personally unknown to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. They only heard the
report: "The man who formerly persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried to
destroy." And they praised God because of me.

Church Politics

What was this dispute over?

Who was involved?

What is Peter's stand on this issue?

(Acts15:1-20)

Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the brothers:
"Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be
saved." This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them. So
Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to Jerusa-
lem to see the apostles and elders about this question. The church sent them on their
way, and as they traveled through Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had
been converted. This news made all the brothers very glad. When they came to Jerusa-
lem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and elders, to whom they re-
ported everything God had done through them.

Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood
up and said, "The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to obey the law of Moses."
The apostles and elders met to consider this question.

After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: "Brothers, you know
that some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my
lips the message of the gospel and believe. God, who knows the heart, showed that he
accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. He made no dis-
tinction between us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith. Now then, why do
you try to test God by putting on the necks of the disciples a yoke that neither we nor
our fathers have been able to bear? No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord
Jesus that we are saved, just as they are."

The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul tell-
ing about the miraculous signs and wonders God had done among the Gentiles through
them.

When they finished, James spoke up: "Brothers, listen to me. Simon has de-
scribed to us how God at first showed his concern by taking from the Gentiles a people
for himself. The words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is written:

"After this | will return and rebuild David's fallen tent. Its ruins | will rebuild,
and | will restore it, that the remnant of men may seek the Lord, and all the

Gentiles who bear my name, says the Lord, who does these things' that have

been known for ages.

It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are
turning to God. Instead we should write to them..
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Whose side are you on,
anyway, Peter?

What was the problem in the
church?

What was the difference between

Peter and Paul's ministries?

What was the conflict between
Peter and Paul?

Galatians 2:1-21 Fourteen years later | went up again to Jerusalem, this time
with Barnabas. | took Titus along also. | went in response to a revelation and
set before them the gospel that | preach among the Gentiles. But | did this pri-
vately to those who seemed to be leaders, for fear that | was running or had run
my race in vain. Yet not even Titus, who was with me, was compelled to be
circumcised, even though he was a Greek. This matter arose because some false
brothers had infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus
and to make us slaves. We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the
truth of the gospel might remain with you. As for those who seemed to be im-
portant--whatever they were makes no difference to me; God does not judge by
external appearance--those men added nothing to my message.

On the contrary, they saw that | had been entrusted with the task of
preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, just as Peter had been to the Jews. For
God, who was at work in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to the Jews, was
also at work in my ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles. James, Peter and John,
those reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship
when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to
the Gentiles, and they to the Jews. All they asked was that we should continue
to remember the poor, the very thing | was eager to do.

When Peter came to Antioch, | opposed him to his face, because he
was clearly in the wrong. Before certain men came from James, he used to eat
with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate
himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the
circumcision group. The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their
hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. When | saw that they were not acting in
line with the truth of the gospel, | said to Peter in front of them all, "You are a
Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force
Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?

"We who are Jews by birth and not 'Gentile sinners' know that a man is
not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have
put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by
observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified.

"If, while we seek to be justified in Christ, it becomes evident that we
ourselves are sinners, does that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not!
If I rebuild what | destroyed, | prove that | am a lawbreaker. For through the law
| died to the law so that I might live for God. | have been crucified with Christ
and | no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life | live in the body, | live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. | do not set
aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law,
Christ died for nothing!"
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Lesson for Life
How had Peter changed since the resurrection of Jesus and the coming of the Holy Spirit?

What things remained the same?

People noticed the difference in Peter. " When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were
unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. "
What is different in you since you met Jesus?

Do people see the difference in you?

Peter got comfortable in his faithwalk, and began to live a double standard around the religious people that
Paul confronted in him. What about you? Are you the same on Monday as you are on Sunday?

Lord, help us to be changed into YOUR image.
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