The Covenant of the Law

Review of the Covenants so far:

What was the key thing  promised in:

Covenant of Noah:

Covenant of Abraham:

Renewed with I________ and J_____________

God had said to Abraham:

Genesis 15:13-16

 13 Then the Lord said to him, "Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years. 14 But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions. 15 You, however, will go to your fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age. 16 In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure."

Prophecy to Abraham Fulfilled

Israel (Jacob) and his family winds up in Egypt through Joseph

Genesis 47:11-12

11 So Joseph settled his father and his brothers in Egypt and gave them property in the best part of the land, the district of Rameses, as Pharaoh directed. 

12 Joseph also provided his father and his brothers and all his father's household with food, according to the number of their children.

Israelites prosper, but become slaves

Exodus 1:6-14

Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation died, 

7 but the Israelites were fruitful and multiplied greatly and became exceedingly numerous, so that the land was filled with them. 

8 Then a new king, who did not know about Joseph, came to power in Egypt. 

9 "Look," he said to his people, "the Israelites have become much too numerous for us. 

10 Come, we must deal shrewdly with them or they will become even more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us and leave the country." 

11 So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labor, and they built Pithom and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh. 

12 But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites 

13 and worked them ruthlessly. 

14 They made their lives bitter with hard labor in brick and mortar and with all kinds of work in the fields; in all their hard labor the Egyptians used them ruthlessly.

God Acts on the Covenant

	God remembered them

Exodus 2:23-24

23 During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out, and their cry for help because of their slavery went up to God. 

24 God heard their groaning and he remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. 

25 So God looked on the Israelites and was concerned about them.


	What did God remember?


	God appoints a leader

Exodus 3:1-10

1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 

2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 

3 So Moses thought, "I will go over and see this strange sight--why the bush does not burn up." 

4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, "Moses! Moses!" And Moses said, "Here I am." 

5 "Do not come any closer," God said. "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground." 

6 Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaacc. At this, he hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God

7 The LORD said, "I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 

8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey--the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 

9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 

10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt."  


How did God get Moses’ attention?

Who was God concerned about?

Why?

What was his plan?

Moses speaks to Pharaoh, and he makes their lives harder.  God addresses Moses again.

	Genesis 6:2-8

2 God also said to Moses, “I am the LORD.

3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as God Almighty, but by my name the LORD I did not make myself known to them. 

4 I also established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, where they lived as aliens. 

5 Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and I have remembered my covenant. 

6 "Therefore, say to the Israelites: `I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. 

7 I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. 

8 And I will bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. I will give it to you as a possession. I am the LORD.'"


What does God remind Moses of?

What promises does He make to the Israelites?

God sends plagues, and finally on the last one, Pharaoh agrees to let the people go

	Genesis 12:29-41

29 At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as well. 

30 Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead. 

31 During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, "Up! Leave my people, you and the Israelites! Go, worship the LORD as you have requested. 

32 Take your flocks and herds, as you have said, and go. And also bless me." 

33 The Egyptians urged the people to hurry and leave the country. "For otherwise," they said, "we will all die!" 

34 So the people took their dough before the yeast was added, and carried it on their shoulders in kneading troughs wrapped in clothing. 

35 The Israelites did as Moses instructed and asked the Egyptians for articles of silver and gold and for clothing. 

36 The LORD had made the Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people, and they gave them what they asked for; so they plundered the Egyptians. have requested. clothing. 

36 The LORD had made the Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people, and they gave them what they asked for; so they plundered the Egyptians. 

37 The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Succoth. There were about six hundred thousand men on foot, besides women and children. 

38 Many other people went up with them, as well as large droves of livestock, both flocks and herds. 

39 With the dough they had brought from Egypt, they baked cakes of unleavened bread. The dough was without yeast because they had been driven out of Egypt and did not have time to prepare food for themselves. 

40 Now the length of time the Israelite people lived in Egypt was 430 years. 

41 At the end of the 430 years, to the very day, all the LORD's divisions left Egypt.


Go back to page 1.  How did God fulfill Genesis 15:13-15 in this passage you just read?

More promises from God

	Exodus 19:1-9

1 In the third month after the Israelites left Egypt--on the very day--they came to the Desert of Sinai. 

2 After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain. 

3 Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, "This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 

4 `You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. 

5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 

6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites." 

7 So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them all the words the LORD had commanded him to speak. 

8 The people all responded together, "We will do everything the LORD has said." So Moses brought their answer back to the LORD. 

9 The LORD said to Moses, "I am going to come to you in a dense cloud, so that the people will hear me speaking with you and will always put their trust in you." Then Moses told the LORD what the people had said.
	What does God promise to the Israelites?

What does he ask them to do?

How do the people respond?


Some of the requirements of God are:

	Exodus 20
1 And God spoke all these words: 

2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

3 "You shall have no other gods before me.
4 "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 

5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 

6 but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

7 "You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 

8 "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 

10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. 

11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 

12 "Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you. 

13 "You shall not murder. 

14 "You shall not commit adultery. 

15 "You shall not steal. 

16 "You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor."
	Exodus 20-23 lists many of the requirements of the Law, beginning with this passage, which is known as the Ten Commandments.  Number them 1-10.

Jewish tradition states that there are actually 613 laws, not just these ten.


	Exodus 24:3-8

3 When Moses went and told the people all the LORD's words and laws, they responded with one voice, "Everything the LORD has said we will do." 

4 Moses then wrote down everything the LORD had said. He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel. 

5 Then he sent young Israelite men, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to the LORD. 

6 Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the other half he sprinkled on the altar. 

7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, "We will do everything the LORD has said; we will obey." 

8 Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, "This is the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words."
	How do the people respond to the requirements of God?

What are they called in v 7?

How does Moses seal the agreement with the people?


Not too long after this, Moses goes back to the mountain, and the people think he is gone and create a golden calf. (Genesis 32) Moses breaks the tablets of the Law and punishes the people.

Application for today

It’s amazing how quickly they forget what God had done.  How about you?  Do you keep God’s promises and blessing in the forefront of your thinking?

God renews the covenant again.

	Genesis 34:10-29

10 Then the LORD said: "I am making a covenant with you. Before all your people I will do wonders never before done in any nation in all the world. The people you live among will see how awesome is the work that I, the LORD, will do for you. 

11 Obey what I command you today. I will drive out before you the Amorites, Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 

12 Be careful not to make a treaty with those who live in the land where you are going, or they will be a snare among you. 

13 Break down their altars, smash their sacred stones and cut down their Asherah poles. 

14 Do not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God. 

15 "Be careful not to make a treaty with those who live in the land; for when they prostitute themselves to their gods and sacrifice to them, they will invite you and you will eat their sacrifices. 

16 And when you choose some of their daughters as wives for your sons and those daughters prostitute themselves to their gods, they will lead your sons to do the same….

(And more celebrations and requirements.)

27 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write down these words, for in accordance with these words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel."
28 Moses was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights without eating bread or drinking water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant--the Ten Commandments. 

29 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands, he was not aware that his face was radiant because he had spoken with the LORD.
	What does God promise?

What are some of the things he asks of the Israelites?

What were these things written on?


Moses’ preparation for them to listen
Deuteronomy 4:

1 Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that you may live and may go in and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. …

5 See, I have taught you decrees and laws as the LORD my God commanded me, so that you may follow them in the land you are entering to take possession of it. 

Benefits of keeping the covenant

Underline the benefits of keeping the law  

Deuteronomy 4

6 Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, "Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people." 

7 What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the LORD our God is near us whenever we pray to him? …
40 Keep his decrees and commands, which I am giving you today, so that it may go well with you and your children after you and that you may live long in the land the LORD your God gives you for all time.

Deuteronomy 28:

1 If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations on earth. 

2 All these blessings will come upon you and accompany you if you obey the LORD your God: 

3 You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country. 

4 The fruit of your womb will be blessed, and the crops of your land and the young of your livestock--the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks. 

5 Your basket and your kneading trough will be blessed. 

6 You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out. 

7 The LORD will grant that the enemies who rise up against you will be defeated before you. They will come at you from one direction but flee from you in seven. 

8 The LORD will send a blessing on your barns and on everything you put your hand to. The LORD your God will bless you in the land he is giving you. 

9 The LORD will establish you as his holy people, as he promised you on oath, if you keep the commands of the LORD your God and walk in his ways. 

10 Then all the peoples on earth will see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and they will fear you.
11 The LORD will grant you abundant prosperity--in the fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your ground--in the land he swore to your forefathers to give you. 

12 The LORD will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your land in season and to bless all the work of your hands. You will lend to many nations but will borrow from none. 

13 The LORD will make you the head, not the tail. If you pay attention to the commands of the LORD your God that I give you this day and carefully follow them, you will always be at the top, never at the bottom. 

Consequences of Forgetting the Covenant

What would happen if they forget to keep the covenant?

Underline the consequences of disobedience

Deuteronomy 4:23-27

23 Be careful not to forget the covenant of the LORD your God that he made with you; do not make for yourselves an idol in the form of anything the LORD your God has forbidden. 

24 For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God. 

25 After you have had children and grandchildren and have lived in the land a long time--if you then become corrupt and make any kind of idol, doing evil in the eyes of the LORD your God and provoking him to anger, 

26 I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you this day that you will quickly perish from the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess. You will not live there long but will certainly be destroyed. 

27 The LORD will scatter you among the peoples, and only a few of you will survive among the nations to which the LORD will drive you.

Deuteronomy 28:

15 However, if you do not obey the LORD your God and do not carefully follow all his commands and decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come upon you and overtake you: 

16 You will be cursed in the city and cursed in the country. 

17 Your basket and your kneading trough will be cursed. 

18 The fruit of your womb will be cursed, and the crops of your land, and the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks. 

19 You will be cursed when you come in and cursed when you go out. 

20 The LORD will send on you curses, confusion and rebuke in everything you put your hand to, until you are destroyed and come to sudden ruin because of the evil you have done in forsaking him. 

21 The LORD will plague you with diseases until he has destroyed you from the land you are entering to possess. 

22 The LORD will strike you with wasting disease, with fever and inflammation, with scorching heat and drought, with blight and mildew, which will plague you until you perish. 

23 The sky over your head will be bronze, the ground beneath you iron. 

24 The LORD will turn the rain of your country into dust and powder; it will come down from the skies until you are destroyed. …

36 The LORD will drive you and the king you set over you to a nation unknown to you or your fathers. There you will worship other gods, gods of wood and stone. 

37 You will become a thing of horror and an object of scorn and ridicule to all the nations where the LORD will drive you.

The bottom line: Remember and obey

Check off the verses with reminders of what God had done.

Deuteronomy 29

1 These are the terms of the covenant the LORD commanded Moses to make with the Israelites in Moab, in addition to the covenant he had made with them at Horeb. 

2 Moses summoned all the Israelites and said to them: Your eyes have seen all that the LORD did in Egypt to Pharaoh, to all his officials and to all his land. 

3 With your own eyes you saw those great trials, those miraculous signs and great wonders. 

4 But to this day the LORD has not given you a mind that understands or eyes that see or ears that hear. 

5 During the forty years that I led you through the desert, your clothes did not wear out, nor did the sandals on your feet.
6 You ate no bread and drank no wine or other fermented drink. I did this so that you might know that I am the LORD your God. 

7 When you reached this place, Sihon king of Heshbon and Og king of Bashan came out to fight against us, but we defeated them. 

8 We took their land and gave it as an inheritance to the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 

9 Carefully follow the terms of this covenant, so that you may prosper in everything you do. 

10 All of you are standing today in the presence of the LORD your God--your leaders and chief men, your elders and officials, and all the other men of Israel, 

11 together with your children and your wives, and the aliens living in your camps who chop your wood and carry your water. 

12 You are standing here in order to enter into a covenant with the LORD your God, a covenant the LORD is making with you this day and sealing with an oath, 

13 to confirm you this day as his people, that he may be your God as he promised you and as he swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

14 I am making this covenant, with its oath, not only with you 

15 who are standing here with us today in the presence of the LORD our God but also with those who are not here today.
Who is this covenant with?

Application for today

As Christians, do we need to keep the law?

Romans 6:14b You are not under law, but under grace.

Galatians 3:23-25 Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed.  So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law.
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