Passing On the Covenant

Review:

What were the key components of the covenant made with Abraham?

Isaac

	Genesis 17:19
Then God said (to Abraham), "Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. [Isaac means  “he laughs” ] .  I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him.
	What did God promise Abraham?

What did God promise for Isaac?


Passing on the Covenant

	Genesis 26:1-5 

1Now there was a famine in the land-besides the earlier famine of Abraham's time-and Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines in Gerar. 2 The Lord appeared to Isaac and said, "Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land where I tell you to live. 3 Stay in this land for a while, and I will be with you and will bless you. For to you and your descendants I will give all these lands and will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham. 4 I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, 5 because Abraham obeyed me and kept my requirements, my commands, my decrees and my laws." 6 So Isaac stayed in Gerar.
	Underline all of the components of the covenant that the Lord shared with Isaac.


Confirmation

	Genesis 26:23-25 

23From there he went up to Beersheba. 24 That night the Lord appeared to him and said, "I am the God of your father Abraham. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bless you and will increase the number of your descendants for the sake of my servant Abraham." 
25 Isaac built an altar there and called on the name of the Lord . There he pitched his tent, and there his servants dug a well.
	Underline the covenant promises repeated to Isaac.

How does Isaac respond?


Covenant between Isaac and Abimelech

	Genesis 26:23-30

26Meanwhile, Abimelech had come to him from Gerar, with Ahuzzath his personal adviser and Phicol the commander of his forces. 27 Isaac asked them, "Why have you come to me, since you were hostile to me and sent me away?" 
28 They answered, "We saw clearly that the Lord was with you; so we said, 'There ought to be a sworn agreement between us'-between us and you. Let us make a treaty with you 29 that you will do us no harm, just as we did not molest you but always treated you well and sent you away in peace. And now you are blessed by the Lord ." 
30 Isaac then made a feast for them, and they ate and drank. 31 Early the next morning the men swore an oath to each other. Then Isaac sent them on their way, and they left him in peace.
	Other translations of 26:28

Genesis 26:28 NASB

They said, "We see plainly that the LORD has been with you; so we said, 'Let there now be an oath between us, {even} between you and us, and let us make a covenant with you,

Genesis 26:28 KJV
And they said, We saw certainly that the LORD was with thee: and we said, Let there be now an oath betwixt us, even betwixt us and thee, and let us make a covenant with thee;

The words make a covenant  in Hebrew are “karath berith” which means to cut a covenant.

What were the agreements of the covenant?

How did they demonstrate the covenant to one another?



Jacob

Passing on the Covenant

	 Genesis 28:1-4
1 So Isaac called for Jacob and blessed him and commanded him: "Do not marry a Canaanite woman. 2 Go at once to Paddan Aram, to the house of your mother's father Bethuel. Take a wife for yourself there, from among the daughters of Laban, your mother's brother. 3 May God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and increase your numbers until you become a community of peoples. 4 May he give you and your descendants the blessing given to Abraham, so that you may take possession of the land where you now live as an alien, the land God gave to Abraham."
	How did Isaac bless Jacob?  What were the components?



Jacob's Dream at Bethel

	Genesis 28:10-22
10 Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. 11 When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep. 12 He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 13 There above it stood the Lord , and he said: "I am the Lord , the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying. 14 Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. 15 I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you." 

	What did  Jacob dream about?

Underline all of the covenant promises.


Jacob’s Response

	16 When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, "Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it." 17 He was afraid and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven." 
18 Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set it up as a pillar and poured oil on top of it. 19 He called that place Bethel, though the city used to be called Luz. 
20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me and will watch over me on this journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear 21 so that I return safely to my father's house, then the Lord will be my God 22 and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God's house, and of all that you give me I will give you a tenth."
	How did Jacob respond to this news?


Remembering the covenant

	Genesis 32:9-12 

9 Then Jacob prayed, "O God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, O LORD, who said to me, `Go back to your country and your relatives, and I will make you prosper,' 

10 I am unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness you have shown your servant. I had only my staff when I crossed this Jordan, but now I have become two groups. 

11 Save me, I pray, from the hand of my brother Esau, for I am afraid he will come and attack me, and also the mothers with their children. 

12 But you have said, `I will surely make you prosper and will make your descendants like the sand of the sea, which cannot be counted.'"
	Jacob is fearful of encountering his brother Esau when he prayed this.  What does he remind God of?

What does he ask God for?


God’s answer

	Genesis 32:22-31

22 That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maidservants and his eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 

23 After he had sent them across the stream, he sent over all his possessions. 

24 So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. 

25 When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob's hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 

26 Then the man said, "Let me go, for it is daybreak." But Jacob replied, "I will not let you go unless you bless me." 

27 The man asked him, "What is your name?" "Jacob," he answered. 

28 Then the man said, "Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with men and have overcome." 

29 Jacob said, "Please tell me your name." But he replied, "Why do you ask my name?" Then he blessed him there. 

30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, "It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared." 

31 The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping because of his hip. 
	Jacob sends his family ahead of him and is left alone.  What happens?


More for Jacob

	Genesis 35:9-15

9 After Jacob returned from Paddan Aram, God appeared to him again and blessed him. 

10 God said to him, "Your name is Jacob, but you will no longer be called Jacob; your name will be Israel. " So he named him Israel. 

11 And God said to him, "I am God Almighty; be fruitful and increase in number. A nation and a community of nations will come from you, and kings will come from your body. 

12 The land I gave to Abraham and Isaac I also give to you, and I will give this land to your descendants after you." 

13 Then God went up from him at the place where he had talked with him.

14 Jacob set up a stone pillar at the place where God had talked with him, and he poured out a drink offering on it; he also poured oil on it. 

15 Jacob called the place where God had talked with him Bethel.
	Prior to this Jacob had wrestled with God and had his name changed to Israel. What news does God give him here?




Jacob has 12 sons, (the nations of Israel) including Joseph.  Do you remember how they wound up in Egypt during Joseph’s time?  We’ll look at the covenant and the nation of Israel next time.

Promises to the Patriarchs

	Shared with Abraham
	Shared w/ Isaac
	Shared w/ Jacob

	Genesis 12:1-3
	Make him into a great nation
	
	

	
	Bless him
	
	

	
	Make his name great
	
	

	
	He would be a blessing
	
	

	
	God would bless those who bless him
	
	

	
	God would curse those who curse him
	
	

	
	All peoples of the earth would be blessed
	
	

	Genesis 12:6
	God would give the land to his offspring
	
	

	· 
	God would give all the land he could see N/S/E/W to Abram and his offspring
	
	

	Genesis 13:16
	His offspring would be like the dust of the earth
	
	

	Genesis 15:4-7
	His heir would come from his own body.
	
	

	
	His offspring would be as many as the stars in the heavens.
	
	

	
	He would give him the land to take possession of it.
	
	

	Genesis 15:12


	His descendents would be strangers in a country not their own.
	
	

	· 
	They will be enslaved and mistreated 400 years
	
	

	· 
	God would punish the nation they serve as slaves
	
	

	· 
	The descendents would come out with great possessions
	
	

	· 
	Abram would go to his fathers (die) in peace
	
	

	· 
	Abram would be buried at a good old age
	
	

	· 
	In the 4th generation his descendents will come back
	
	

	Genesis 17:1-8


	Abram to be the father of many nations
	
	

	
	He would be very fruitful
	
	

	
	God would make nations of him
	
	

	
	Kings would come from him
	
	

	
	God would establish his covenant as an everlasting covenant
	
	

	
	Covenant includes descendants after him for generations to come.
	
	

	
	God to be his God and the God of his descendants.
	
	

	
	Land of Canaan given as an everlasting possession to Abram and descendants.
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