Communion: Commemorating the New Covenant

Celebrating the Passover: Background for the Last Supper Exodus 12:1-30

	1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2 "This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your year. 3 Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. 4 If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. 5 The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. 6 Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. 7 Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. 8 That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. 9 Do not eat the meat raw or cooked in water, but roast it over the fire-head, legs and inner parts. 10 Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it. 11 This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the LORD's Passover. 
12 "On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn-both men and animals-and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD . 13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt. 
14 "This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD -a lasting ordinance. 15 For seven days you are to eat bread made without yeast. On the first day remove the yeast from your houses, for whoever eats anything with yeast in it from the first day through the seventh must be cut off from Israel. 16 On the first day hold a sacred assembly, and another one on the seventh day. Do no work at all on these days, except to prepare food for everyone to eat-that is all you may do. 
17 "Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread, because it was on this very day that I brought your divisions out of Egypt. Celebrate this day as a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. 18 In the first month you are to eat bread made without yeast, from the evening of the fourteenth day until the evening of the twenty-first day. 19 For seven days no yeast is to be found in your houses. And whoever eats anything with yeast in it must be cut off from the community of Israel, whether he is an alien or native-born. 20 Eat nothing made with yeast. Wherever you live, you must eat unleavened bread." 
21 Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, "Go at once and select the animals for your families and slaughter the Passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe. Not one of you shall go out the door of his house until morning. 23 When the LORD goes through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass over that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down. 
24 "Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your descendants. 25 When you enter the land that the LORD will give you as he promised, observe this ceremony. 26 And when your children ask you, 'What does this ceremony mean to you?' 27 then tell them, 'It is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD , who passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when he struck down the Egyptians.' " Then the people bowed down and worshiped. 28 The Israelites did just what the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron. 
29 At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as well. 30 Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead.
	Find it!

When was the Passover to happen?

What were they to serve for the meal?

What were they to do with the door?

What was going to happen?

How often were they supposed to celebrate the Passover?


A contemporary Passover: PESACH SEDER 

The traumatic birth story of the Jewish nation in Egypt was engraved in our memory by the annual re-enactment of that fateful night of the Plague of the Firstborn. As in Egypt, Jews were commanded to conduct a scrupulous spring-cleaning, removing all chametz (leavened bread or any grain product that may have fermented) in order to prepare for the home sacrifice of the PESACH Lamb. In modern times, the surplus chametz products are stored/put in a cupboard and sold to a non-Jew, creating the legal fiction of a leaven-free house. After the house has been cleaned on the night of PESACH, a chametz search with a candle, wooden spoon and a feather is conducted into all the nooks and crannies where breadcrumbs may be hidden. The next morning Biur Chametz involves the ritual burning of the last crumbs and then the Fast of the Firstborn begins. At nightfall at the very time that the Hebrews of Egypt had gathered into their homes and prepared for the mass exodus, Jews in every generation have gathered for the PESACH Seder. In Egypt itself (just before the actual historical happening), the blood of a lamb was dabbed on the mezzuzot (the doorposts) of the house to mark off a Hebrew household over which the Angel of Death would "pass over" as the Plague of the Firstborn Egyptians proceeded. 

The Seder (Order of the Ritual) involves a symbolic reliving of enslavement, the ten plagues, and the unforgettable night of liberation accompanied by an official guidebook called the Hagaddah. In a typically Jewish fashion, memories are not only recited/recalled orally but consumed as edible symbols. The Seder Plate provides the delectable "props" of the Pesach scene while the Hagaddah serves as the "script" with extensive "stage directions". 

ACT ONE 
The first of the four cups of wine opens the evening with a toast to freedom followed by spicy appetizers such as celery dipped in salt water. The atmosphere which the rabbis sought to evoke belongs to a Roman upper-class symposium and banquet. Each participant reclines on a couch or at least on a cushion affixed on his chair while he is served wine and dips. 

ACT TWO 
The second cup signals the story-telling aspect of the evening. Children, beginning with the youngest, are encouraged to ask the traditional Four Questions as well as add their own inquiries. Then-the parents respond to the questions by retelling the story of bondage symbolised by the eating of maror (bitter herbs) dipped in harosset (a sweet, sticky, apple-and-nut mixture reminiscent of the mortar used in brick making in Egypt). Then the Ten Plagues are recited while spilling a drop of wine for each. The hasty departure from Egypt which found the Hebrews carrying their unleavened dough into the desert on their backs is commemorated by eating matza. Once, during Temple times, sacrifice of the Pesach lamb was invoked by making a delicatessen sandwich of matza, maror, a mustard-flavored harosset and a sliced of barbecued lamb. 

At the conclusion of the festive meal, a final piece of matza is to be eaten. However, it is traditional that the children 'steal' the piece of matza that has been set aside for that purpose, the Afikomen, and hold it for ransom until the parents promise them a prize. 

ACT THREE 
The blessing after eating is concluded with yet another cup of wine and then a special large cup for the prophet Elijah is poured. The door is opened expectantly for the prophet with the hope that this night of past liberation will be a night of renewed redemption. 

ACT FOUR 
The Biblical Psalms of Hallel are sung over the fourth cup of wine as the guests and the intergenerational family meld together into an intimate community. Playful popular Pesach songs such as "Chad Gad Ya" and "Who Knows What One Stands For") conclude the Seder. 

From http://judaism.about.com/library/holidays/passover/bl_passover_seder.htm

Haggadah is a special book used for the Seder service. Haggadah means to narrate. The Haggadah contains the story of the Exodus from Egypt, explanations of symbolic objects on the Seder table, and prayers, psalms, and Passover songs.  

The Haggadah contains 15 words, written as a rhyme, that trace the order of the Seder. 

	1. Kiddush
	The Seder begins with Kiddush which consists of 3 blessings. First there is a blessing over the wine. This is followed by a blessing over the festival. Then we say the shehechayanu blessing, which praises God for granting us life to reach this occasion. 

The Kiddush is the first of four cups of wine that we will drink during the Seder. There is a fifth cup of wine, called the cup of Elijah, which we poured but do not drink.  We are waiting for the Prophet Elijah to appear to announce the coming of the Massiah.



	2. Urchatz 
	Washing the Hands
A ritual hand-washing follows Kiddush.



	3. Karpas
	We then dip a vegetable into salt water. Parsley, radishes, celery, or potatoes are traditionally used. After dipping the vegetable, we say: 

Blessed are you Lord our G-d, King of the Universe, who creates the fruit of the earth.

This practice is meant to arouse the curiosity of the children.



	4. Yachatz 
	Dividing the Middle Matza
There are three pieces of matza on the seder plate. It is customary to have two loaves of challah on the table on Shabbat and holidays in memory of the double share of manna which fell in the wilderness (Exod. 16:22). Since we break the middle matza in the beginning of the Seder, we need to start with three so that there will be two left for the meal.

At this point in the Seder, we break the middle of the three pieces of matza. 

Afikomen: The larger half is hidden as the Afikomen. It is customary to give the child who finds the Afikomen a prize. This is intended to keep the children interested in the Seder until the end.  The Afikomen is eaten at the conclusion of the seder. 

Bread of Affliction: The smaller half is left between the two other pieces of matza on the seder plate, and it is meant to be a symbol of the bread of affliction.  The breaking of the matza represents the bread of affliction as people in need eat crumbs rather than whole loaves of bread. 



	5. Maggid
	Narration of the Story of the Exodus
Bread of Affliction
The telling of the Passover story begins with a description of the matza as a symbol of Jewish suffering and with a call to assist those who are still in need. 

We uncover the matza plate, hold it in the air and say: 

This is the bread of affliction which our fathers ate in the land of Egypt. Let those who are hungry come in and partake. Let all who are in need come and celebrate the Passover.

Ma Nishtana: The Four Questions

The four questions are traditionally asked by the youngest child at the seder. We encourage children to ask questions about the Passover story in order to learn about their history and religion. 

Why is this night different from all other nights? 

1. On all other nights we eat either leavened or unleavened bread. Why on this night do we eat only unleavened bread? 

2. On all other nights we eat all kinds of vegetables. Why on this night do we eat only bitter herbs? 

3. On all other nights we don't dip even once. Why on this night do we dip twice? 

4. On all other nights we eat either sitting or reclining. Why on this night do we recline? 

Avadim Hayinu: "We were slaves in Egypt"
At this point in the Seder, we are reminded of the greatness or G-d's act to liberate us from Egypt and of our obligation to tell the Passover story. 

Slaves were we to Pharaoh in Egypt, and the Lord our G-d brought us out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. If the Holy One, Blessed by He, had not brought our fathers out of Egypt, then we and our children and our children's' children would still be enslaved to Pharaoh in Egypt.

The more one dwells upon the details of the Exodus from Egypt, the more one is praised. 

The Four Children

Everyone must be taught the meaning of the Passover Seder in a way that matches his personality and ability. We read about the wise child, the wicked child, the simple child and the child who does not know how to ask. 

The wise child asks, "What is the meaning of the testimonies, statutes and judgments commanded by God?" To him we explain every aspect of the seder, down to the last detail. 

The wicked child distances himself from the service and asks, "What is the meaning of this service to you?" We exclude him in the reply, saying "Because of what God did to me, in taking me out of Egypt." 

To the simple child, who just wonders, "What is this?" we say that "with a strong hand, God brought us out of Egypt, out of the house of bondage." 

And to the child who does not know how to ask a question, we "open" him, saying, "This is because of what God did for me when I came out of Egypt." 

Rabbinic Texts
The traditional Haggadah does not directly tell the story of the Exodus from Egypt. Instead, the traditional Haggadah refers to Rabbinic texts. Through these texts, we learn indirectly about the Exodus.

The 10 Plagues

The Haggadah lists the plagues suffered by Pharaoh and the Egyptians. As each plague is read out loud, we spill a drop of wine from our glass. This practice may have originated in an ancient belief that doing so would ward off evil. Another explanation for this practice is that our joy should decrease as a result of the suffering of others. 

The ten plagues are: blood, frogs, pests, beasts, cattle disease, boils, hail, locust, darkness, slaying of the first-born. 

Dayenu

Dayanu is the song that concludes the narration of the Passover story.  The song praises the miracles that God bestowed on the Jewish People, from the time of their liberation as slaves in Egypt to the construction of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem.



	6. Rachatzah
	Washing the Hands
Everyone washes their hands in preparation for the festive meal.



	7. Motsi
	Blessing the Matza
We raise the two whole matzot and the broken matzah which is between them. We say the blessings over the "bread" and over the matza. Then we eat a piece of matzah.


	8. Matzah
	Unleavened Bread
Jews eat matzah instead of chametz on Passover for two reasons:
1. On the morning of the Exodus, the Jews ate unleavened bread as they did not have time to let their bread rise in their hurry to leave Egypt.
2. On the night before the Exodus, the Jews ate unleavened bread because the simple and humble matzah, compared to the puffed up and arrogant chametz, brought them closer to God. 


	9. Maror
	Bitter Herbs
The bitter herb, often horseradish is used, is dipped in charoset. The bitter herbs remind us of the bitterness that our ancestors suffered as slaves in Egypt.


	10. Korech
	Sandwich
We make a sandwich from 2 pieces of matza and a piece or maror as was done on Passover during the time of the Temple in Jerusalem.

Some also put charoset in the sandwich. The charoset, a mixture of fruit and nuts chopped fine into a paste and combined with some wine, reminds us of the mortar which the Jewish slaves used in their construction work. Some say that combining the sweet charoset with the bitter herbs is symbolic of G-d's loving-kindness which dulled the bitterness of the slavery.


	11. Shulchan Orech
	The Meal
In ancient times, eating the Paschal lamb was the heart of the Seder service. Today, the table is like an altar and eating the meal in the right spirit becomes an act of worship.

Some families start the Passover meal with a boiled egg dipped in salt. There are several explanations for this custom. Some say it was adopted from the Romans who started their meals with an hors d'oeuvres. Some say the egg is symbolic of Spring. Some say the egg replaces the special festival sacrifice which can no longer be offered since the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem. And the salt water symbolizes our tears for the destruction of the Temple.


	12. Tzafoon
	Afikomen
The Afikomen is the half matza put aside earlier. It is customary to hide this piece of matza and to give a prize to the child who finds it. This helps to keep the children interested in the Seder until the end. 

The Afikomen represents the Paschal lamb. The Paschal lamb was traditionally the last thing eaten at the Seder so that one would remember its taste. Therefore, the Afikomen should be the last bite everyone takes during the Seder.


	13. Barech
	Bless
We fill the third cup of wine, recite the grace after meals, and drink the third cup of wine. 

We then pour a cup of wine for the prophet Elijah. Someone from the seder table, usually a child, opens the door of the house to invite in Elijah. We hope Elijah will come to announce the arrival of the Massiah.


	14. Hallel
	Praise 
Finally, we fill the fourth cup of wine and then recite Hallel, the psalms of praise. Following Hallel we recite the blessing over the wine, and drink it. 

Playful songs which are sung at the end of the Seder service are intended to hold the attention of children until the very end of the service.


	15. Nirtzeh 
	Nirtzeh marks the end of the Seder with the hymn:

Ended is the Passover seder, according to custom, statute and law. As we were worthy to celebrate it this year, so may we perform it in future years. Oh pure one in heaven above, restore the congregation of Israel in your love. Speedily lead your people to Zion in joy. Next year in Jerusalem!

In Judaism, Jerusalem is a metaphor for a perfect world. Jews face Jerusalem when they pray, and every synagogue in the world faces Jerusalem. By saying "Next Year in Jerusalem" at the end of the Seder, we are not making a political or even physical statement. We are noting our hope to be redeemed and live in a perfect world. After all, this is what the Seder is about - commemorating God's redemption of the Israelites and moving closer to our own redemption.


The Last Supper

	Matthew 26:17, 26-30
	Mark 14:12, 22-26
	Luke 22:7, 14-20

	17On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?"…
26While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." 
27Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. 28This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom." 
30When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
	12On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus' disciples asked him, "Where do you want us to go and make preparations for you to eat the Passover?"
22While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take it; this is my body." 
23Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, and they all drank from it. 
24"This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many," he said to them. 25"I tell you the truth, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it anew in the kingdom of God." 
26When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
	7Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, "Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover."
14When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 15And he said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God." 
17After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, "Take this and divide it among you. 18For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes." 
19And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me." 
20In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.




	At the supper
	Connection to covenant

	When did the Last Supper occur?
	Passover is the time the Lamb is sacrificed.  Jesus is the Lamb of God of the New Covenant.

	What did Jesus do with the bread?
	Jesus is the bread of life. The tabernacle had the showbread. Covenants were often commemorated with a meal.

	What did he do with the wine?
	There was a need for blood to seal the covenant.


Paul’s comments on the Last Supper

I Corinthians 11:23-29

	23For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." 25In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
27Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.
	Paul adds some instruction to the things the Lord did during the Last Supper.  What is it?

Why do you think it matters?




Why do we celebrate communion?

There is some confusion over the bread and wine actually becoming Jesus’ body and blood.  From what you have read, what would you say to defend against that thought?
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