Covenant with Abraham

	Genesis 12
1 The Lord had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. 

2 "I will make you into a great nation 
and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, 
and you will be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you, 
and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you."
	What had God promised Abram?

	6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The Lord appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring [seed] I will give this land." So he built an altar there to the Lord , who had appeared to him.
	What did God add when Abram arrived in the land?

What did Abram do?


This passage in the New Testament

	Galatians 3:15 Brothers, let me take an example from everyday life. Just as no one can set aside or add to a human covenant that has been duly established, so it is in this case. 

16 The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture does not say "and to seeds," meaning many people, but "and to your seed," meaning one person, who is Christ. 

17 What I mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously established by God and thus do away with the promise. 

18 For if the inheritance depends on the law, then it no longer depends on a promise; but God in his grace gave it to Abraham through a promise.

	Who was included in Abram’s descendants?


	Genesis 13
12 Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom. 13 Now the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the Lord . 
14 The Lord said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, "Lift up your eyes from where you are and look north and south, east and west. 15 All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring [1] forever. 16 I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted. 17 Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you." 
18 So Abram moved his tents and went to live near the great trees of Mamre at Hebron, where he built an altar to the Lord.
	What did God promise Abram here?


	Solomon refers to the promise:

2 Chronicles 1:9 Now, LORD God, let your promise to my father David be confirmed, for you have made me king over a people who are as numerous as the dust of the earth.
	


	Genesis 15

1 After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: 

"Do not be afraid, Abram. 
I am your shield, [1] 
your very great reward. [2] " 

	What does God remind Abram of?

	2 But Abram said, "O Sovereign Lord , what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit [3] my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram said, "You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir."


	What was Abram’s concern about the promise?

	4 Then the word of the Lord came to him: "This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir." 5 He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars-if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be."


	How does God reinforce his point?

What is his new promise?


Fulfilled later:

	Deuteronomy 1;10 The LORD your God has increased your numbers so that today you are as many as the stars in the sky. 

11 May the LORD, increase you a thousand times and bless you as he has promised!

	Nehemiah 9:23 You made their sons as numerous as the stars in the sky, and you brought them into the land that you told their fathers to enter and possess. 

24 Their sons went in and took possession of the land. You subdued before them the Canaanites, who lived in the land; you handed the Canaanites over to them, along with their kings and the peoples of the land, to deal with them as they pleased.


This passage in the New Testament
	Revelation 22:16 "I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star."
	Who was one of the stars?


Abram believes

	6 Abram believed the Lord , and he credited it to him as righteousness. 
	What does Abram do?

What does God do?



	7 He also said to him, "I am the Lord , who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it."
	Which promise does God remind Abram of?




This passage in the New Testament

	Romans 4:1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? 

2 If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about--but not before God. 

3 What does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness."…  

5 However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness. …  

9 Is this blessedness only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We have been saying that Abraham's faith was credited to him as righteousness. 

10 Under what circumstances was it credited? Was it after he was circumcised, or before? It was not after, but before!
	How does Paul quote this scene?  When does he say Abram was justified by God?


More New Testament 

	Hebrews 11:8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 

9 By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 

10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 

11 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age--and Sarah herself was barren--was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. 

12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore. 

13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth. 

14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. 

15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 

16 Instead, they were longing for a better country--a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.
	This passage references faith.  Circle “by faith”.  What did Abram believe God for?


What was Abraham ultimately looking for?

 Back to Abram--Questions

	8 But Abram said, "O Sovereign Lord , how can I know that I will gain possession of it?" 
9 So the Lord said to him, "Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years old, along with a dove and a young pigeon." 
10 Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two and arranged the halves opposite each other; the birds, however, he did not cut in half. 11 Then birds of prey came down on the carcasses, but Abram drove them away. 


	Abram asks God for assurance of this promise.  What does God ask him to do?


Sketch the arrangement Abram creates.

	12 As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came over him. 13 Then the Lord said to him, "Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years. 14 But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions. 15 You, however, will go to your fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age. 16 In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure."
	What prophecies does God give Abram?


Confirming the Covenant

	17 When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and passed between the pieces.
	What happened?  Add this to your sketch.

	18 On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram and said, "To your descendants I give this land, from the river [4] of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates- 19 the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20 Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, 21 Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites."
	What does the Bible call this event? (v 18)


The practice of walking between the pieces was a common practice between the agreeing parties in the culture of the Bible.

Another example:

	Jeremiah 34:18 The men who have violated my covenant and have not fulfilled the terms of the covenant they made before me, I will treat like the calf they cut in two and then walked between its pieces. 

19 The leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the court officials, the priests and all the people of the land who walked between the pieces of the calf, 

20 I will hand over to their enemies who seek their lives. Their dead bodies will become food for the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth.
	What would happen to people who violated the covenant?


What do you think the smoking pot and blazing torch represent?
Why did only one covenant partner walk through the pieces in Abram’s covenant?

Confirming the Covenant

Genesis 17


	1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, "I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless. 2 I will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers." 

	The covenant will be confirmed.  Who initiated this?

What does God request of Abram?

What does God promise?



	3 Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, 4 "As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. 5 No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations. 6 I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. 7 I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. 8 The whole land of Canaan, where you are now an alien, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their God."
	List the promises of God to Abram in this section.

How long is this covenant for?

Who is involved in the covenant?


Abraham’s part

	9 Then God said to Abraham, "As for you, you must keep my covenant, you and your descendants after you for the generations to come. 10 This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised. 11 You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 For the generations to come every male among you who is eight days old must be circumcised, including those born in your household or bought with money from a foreigner-those who are not your offspring. 13 Whether born in your household or bought with your money, they must be circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an everlasting covenant. 14 Any uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant."
	What did Abraham need to do to keep the covenant?


God’s plans for later

	Deuteronomy 30:5 He will bring you to the land that belonged to your fathers, and you will take possession of it. He will make you more prosperous and numerous than your fathers. 

6 The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live. 


	What does God intend to do later?

What does circumcision of the heart mean?


More Promises

	15 God also said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. 16 I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her." 
17 Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, "Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?" 18 And Abraham said to God, "If only Ishmael might live under your blessing!" 

	What promise was made for Sarai/Sarah?

How did Abram react to this?

	19 Then God said, "Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. 20 And as for Ishmael, I have heard you: I will surely bless him; I will make him fruitful and will greatly increase his numbers. He will be the father of twelve rulers, and I will make him into a great nation. 21 But my covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you by this time next year." 22 When he had finished speaking with Abraham, God went up from him.
	What does God add to the covenant promises?


23 On that very day Abraham took his son Ishmael and all those born in his household or bought with his money, every male in his household, and circumcised them, as God told him. 24 Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised, 25 and his son Ishmael was thirteen; 26 Abraham and his son Ishmael were both circumcised on that same day. 27 And every male in Abraham's household, including those born in his household or bought from a foreigner, was circumcised with him. 

	
	When did Abraham act on his part of the covenant?


Comment from the New Testament

	Romans 4:11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. So then, he is the father of all who believe but have not been circumcised, in order that righteousness might be credited to them. 

12 And he is also the father of the circumcised who not only are circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. 

13 It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith.
	When did God approve of Abraham—before or after he was circumcised?


	James 2:21 Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 

22 You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 

23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend.
	


Promises to Abraham (Abram)

Genesis 12:1-3

· Make him into a great nation

· Bless him

· Make his name great

· He would be a blessing

· God would bless those who bless him

· God would curse those who curse him

· All peoples of the earth would be blessed

Genesis 12:6  

· God would give the land to his offspring

· God would give all the land he could see N/S/E/W to Abram and his offspring

Genesis 13:16

· His offspring would be like the dust of the earth

Genesis 15:4-5

· His heir would come from his own body.

· His offspring would be as many as the stars in the heavens.

Genesis 15:7

· He would give him the land to take possession of it.

Genesis 15:12

· His descendents would be strangers in a country not their own.

· They will be enslaved and mistreated 400 years

· God would punish the nation they serve as slaves

· The descendents would come out with great possessions

· Abram would go to his fathers (die) in peace

· Abram would be buried at a good old age

· In the 4th generation his descendents will come back

Genesis 17:1-8

· Abram to be the father of many nations

· He would be very fruitful

· God would make nations of him

· Kings would come from him

· God would establish his covenant as an everlasting covenant

· Covenant includes descendants after him for generations to come.

· God to be his God and the God of his descendants.

· Land of Canaan given as an everlasting possession to Abram and descendants.

Genesis 17:19-22

· There would be a son to be named Isaac

· Isaac to be born within the next year

· God would establish an everlasting covenant with Isaac and his descendants.

· Ishmael will be fruitful

· Ishmael will greatly increase in numbers

· Ishmael would be the father of 12 rulers

· Ishmael would become a great nation.
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