A Covenant Between Friends: David and Jonathan
Covenant Review:

Draw lines to match the name with the covenant symbol or promise. Some items are used multiple times.

	Noah
Abraham
Isaac
Jacob
Israelites
	Ark of the Covenant

	
	Circumcision

	
	Rainbow

	
	Seed

	
	Land

	
	Law

	
	Bless those who bless you

	
	Never destroy the world again


Setting: This event takes place during the time of the kings, many, many years after the time of Moses in our last story. Saul is the reigning king, and he has a son named Jonathan. David has already been anointed as the next king by Samuel, and has just killed Goliath.  

Making the covenant

	1 Samuel 18 1-4

1 After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself. 2 From that day Saul kept David with him and did not let him return to his father's house. 3 And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. 4 Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt.
	How did Jonathan and David feel about each other?

How did they show their friendship?

What three things did Jonathan give David?




Parallel to Christ

When we accept Christ, we enter into covenant with him, and we are given the robe of righteousness, the belt of truth and the sword of the word of God from our covenant partner.
	Galatians 3:26, 27, 29 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ… If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 


	Ephesians 6:11, 14, 17 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. .. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist…Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.


Honoring the Covenant
Setting: Some time has elapsed.  David has demonstrated himself as a strong leader, and Saul has become very jealous of him, and has tried to kill him with a spear.

	1 Saul told his son Jonathan and all the attendants to kill David. But Jonathan was very fond of David 2 and warned him, "My father Saul is looking for a chance to kill you. Be on your guard tomorrow morning; go into hiding and stay there. 3 I will go out and stand with my father in the field where you are. I'll speak to him about you and will tell you what I find out." 
4 Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father and said to him, "Let not the king do wrong to his servant David; he has not wronged you, and what he has done has benefited you greatly. 5 He took his life in his hands when he killed the Philistine. The Lord won a great victory for all Israel, and you saw it and were glad. Why then would you do wrong to an innocent man like David by killing him for no reason?" 
6 Saul listened to Jonathan and took this oath: "As surely as the Lord lives, David will not be put to death." 
7 So Jonathan called David and told him the whole conversation. He brought him to Saul, and David was with Saul as before.
	How does Saul feel about David?
How does Jonathan honor his covenant promise to David?

Why might this have been difficult for Jonathan?


Parallel to Christ
Our covenant partner stands as an advocate for us interceding on our behalf.

Hebrews 7:24b-25 but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. 25Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. 

Covenant upheld again by Jonathan

Setting: Saul has tried to kill David again, and David is running for his life.

	1 Samuel 20:1-8
1 Then David fled from Naioth at Ramah and went to Jonathan and asked, “What have I done? What is my crime? How have I wronged your father, that he is trying to take my life?” 
2 “Never!” Jonathan replied. “You are not going to die! Look, my father doesn’t do anything, great or small, without confiding in me. Why would he hide this from me? It’s not so!” 
3 But David took an oath and said, “Your father knows very well that I have found favor in your eyes, and he has said to himself, ‘Jonathan must not know this or he will be grieved.’ Yet as surely as the Lord lives and as you live, there is only a step between me and death.” 


	Saul is after David.  Why does he go to Jonathan?
What does Jonathan tell him?

Why do you think Jonathan didn’t know?



	4 Jonathan said to David, “Whatever you want me to do, I’ll do for you.” 
5 So David said, “Look, tomorrow is the New Moon festival, and I am supposed to dine with the king; but let me go and hide in the field until the evening of the day after tomorrow. 6 If your father misses me at all, tell him, ‘David earnestly asked my permission to hurry to Bethlehem, his hometown, because an annual sacrifice is being made there for his whole clan.’ 7 If he says, ‘Very well,’ then your servant is safe. But if he loses his temper, you can be sure that he is determined to harm me. 8 As for you, show kindness to your servant, for you have brought him into a covenant with you before the Lord . If I am guilty, then kill me yourself! Why hand me over to your father?” 

	What plan does David suggest?
Why does David ask Jonathan to show him kindness?


Extending the covenant

	1 Samuel 20:9-16

9 “Never!” Jonathan said. “If I had the least inkling that my father was determined to harm you, wouldn’t I tell you?” 
10 David asked, “Who will tell me if your father answers you harshly?” 
11 “Come,” Jonathan said, “let’s go out into the field.” So they went there together. 
12 Then Jonathan said to David: “By the Lord , the God of Israel, I will surely sound out my father by this time the day after tomorrow! If he is favorably disposed toward you, will I not send you word and let you know? 13 But if my father is inclined to harm you, may the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if I do not let you know and send you away safely. May the Lord be with you as he has been with my father. 14 But show me unfailing kindness like that of the Lord as long as I live, so that I may not be killed, 15 and do not ever cut off your kindness from my family-not even when the Lord has cut off every one of David’s enemies from the face of the earth.” 
16 So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, “May the Lord call David’s enemies to account.” 17 And Jonathan had David reaffirm his oath out of love for him, because he loved him as he loved himself. 


	What is Jonathan’s plan?

What is Jonathan’s request of David?

What are the conditions of the covenant?


Parallel to Christ:

Our intercessor/covenant partner defends us.

I John 2:1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense–Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
Jonathan’s Plan
	18 Then Jonathan said to David: “Tomorrow is the New Moon festival. You will be missed, because your seat will be empty. 19 The day after tomorrow, toward evening, go to the place where you hid when this trouble began, and wait by the stone Ezel. 20 I will shoot three arrows to the side of it, as though I were shooting at a target. 21 Then I will send a boy and say, ‘Go, find the arrows.’ If I say to him, ‘Look, the arrows are on this side of you; bring them here,’ then come, because, as surely as the Lord lives, you are safe; there is no danger. 22 But if I say to the boy, ‘Look, the arrows are beyond you,’ then you must go, because the Lord has sent you away. 23 And about the matter you and I discussed-remember, the Lord is witness between you and me forever.” 


	What are the details that Jonathan sets up with David for this plan?

What is important about verse 23?


Parallel to Christ:

When the enemy stands accusing us, our advocate stands up in our defense, and in the end, he is completely destroyed.
Romans 8:33-34 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.
Revelation 12:9-11 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say:  "Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ.  For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down.  11They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 

Jonathan makes a choice
	1 Samuel 20:24-34
24 So David hid in the field, and when the New Moon festival came, the king sat down to eat. 25 He sat in his customary place by the wall, opposite Jonathan, [1] and Abner sat next to Saul, but David’s place was empty. 26 Saul said nothing that day, for he thought, “Something must have happened to David to make him ceremonially unclean-surely he is unclean.” 27 But the next day, the second day of the month, David’s place was empty again. Then Saul said to his son Jonathan, “Why hasn’t the son of Jesse come to the meal, either yesterday or today?” 
28 Jonathan answered, “David earnestly asked me for permission to go to Bethlehem. 29 He said, ‘Let me go, because our family is observing a sacrifice in the town and my brother has ordered me to be there. If I have found favor in your eyes, let me get away to see my brothers.’ That is why he has not come to the king’s table.” 
30 Saul’s anger flared up at Jonathan and he said to him, “You son of a perverse and rebellious woman! Don’t I know that you have sided with the son of Jesse to your own shame and to the shame of the mother who bore you? 31 As long as the son of Jesse lives on this earth, neither you nor your kingdom will be established. Now send and bring him to me, for he must die!” 
32 “Why should he be put to death? What has he done?” Jonathan asked his father. 33 But Saul hurled his spear at him to kill him. Then Jonathan knew that his father intended to kill David. 
34 Jonathan got up from the table in fierce anger; on that second day of the month he did not eat, because he was grieved at his father’s shameful treatment of David. 

	How well does Jonathan and David’s plan work?
What difficult decision must Jonathan make? (Remember, Jonathan is the king’s son, and next in line for the throne.)


Acting on the Plan

	1 Samuel 20:35-43

35In the morning Jonathan went out to the field for his meeting with David. He had a small boy with him, 36 and he said to the boy, “Run and find the arrows I shoot.” As the boy ran, he shot an arrow beyond him. 37 When the boy came to the place where Jonathan’s arrow had fallen, Jonathan called out after him, “Isn’t the arrow beyond you?” 38 Then he shouted, “Hurry! Go quickly! Don’t stop!” The boy picked up the arrow and returned to his master. 39 (The boy knew nothing of all this; only Jonathan and David knew.) 40 Then Jonathan gave his weapons to the boy and said, “Go, carry them back to town.” 
41 After the boy had gone, David got up from the south side of the stone and bowed down before Jonathan three times, with his face to the ground. Then they kissed each other and wept together-but David wept the most. 
42 Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace, for we have sworn friendship with each other in the name of the Lord , saying, ‘The Lord is witness between you and me, and between your descendants and my descendants forever.’” Then David left, and Jonathan went back to the town.
	Jonathan and David finish sharing the information in the secret fashion they’d planned.  Why do you think Jonathan didn’t just meet with David first?

How did they affirm their promise to each other?


Proverbs 18:24 A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother. 
Think about it:  What kind of friend are you?

Setting: Saul is chasing David all over the country, some time later.

Covenant partners support one another

	I Samuel 23:14-18 David stayed in the desert strongholds and in the hills of the Desert of Ziph. Day after day Saul searched for him, but God did not give David into his hands. 
15 While David was at Horesh in the Desert of Ziph, he learned that Saul had come out to take his life. 16 And Saul's son Jonathan went to David at Horesh and helped him find strength in God. 17 "Don't be afraid," he said. "My father Saul will not lay a hand on you. You will be king over Israel, and I will be second to you. Even my father Saul knows this." 18 The two of them made a covenant before the Lord . Then Jonathan went home, but David remained at Horesh.
	How did Jonathan help David?


John 15:13 says Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.
David continues to honor the covenant

	1 Samuel 24:3-7 (Saul) came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to relieve himself. David and his men were far back in the cave. 4 The men said, "This is the day the Lord spoke of when he said to you, 'I will give your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you wish.' " Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul's robe. 
5 Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his robe. 6 He said to his men, "The Lord forbid that I should do such a thing to my master, the Lord 's anointed, or lift my hand against him; for he is the anointed of the Lord ." 7 With these words David rebuked his men and did not allow them to attack Saul. And Saul left the cave and went his way.
	David has an opportunity to kill Saul, who has been chasing him all over the country.  He doesn’t.  Why?


Again David Honors His Covenant

	1 Samuel 26:2-13 So Saul went down to the Desert of Ziph, with his three thousand chosen men of Israel, to search there for David. 3 Saul made his camp beside the road on the hill of Hakilah facing Jeshimon, but David stayed in the desert. When he saw that Saul had followed him there, 4 he sent out scouts and learned that Saul had definitely arrived.
5 Then David set out and went to the place where Saul had camped. He saw where Saul and Abner son of Ner, the commander of the army, had lain down. Saul was lying inside the camp, with the army encamped around him. 
6 David then asked Ahimelech the Hittite and Abishai son of Zeruiah, Joab's brother, "Who will go down into the camp with me to Saul?" 
"I'll go with you," said Abishai. 
7 So David and Abishai went to the army by night, and there was Saul, lying asleep inside the camp with his spear stuck in the ground near his head. Abner and the soldiers were lying around him. 
8 Abishai said to David, "Today God has delivered your enemy into your hands. Now let me pin him to the ground with one thrust of my spear; I won't strike him twice." 
9 But David said to Abishai, "Don't destroy him! Who can lay a hand on the Lord 's anointed and be guiltless? 10 As surely as the Lord lives," he said, "the Lord himself will strike him; either his time will come and he will die, or he will go into battle and perish. 11 But the Lord forbid that I should lay a hand on the Lord 's anointed. Now get the spear and water jug that are near his head, and let's go." 
12 So David took the spear and water jug near Saul's head, and they left. No one saw or knew about it, nor did anyone wake up. They were all sleeping, because the Lord had put them into a deep sleep. 
13 Then David crossed over to the other side and stood on top of the hill some distance away; there was a wide space between them.
	How did David discover Saul?
What did Abishai want David to do?

Why did David resist?


David Reminds Saul of his Honoring the Covenant

	1 Samuel 26:14-25

14 He called out to the army and to Abner son of Ner, "Aren't you going to answer me, Abner?" 
Abner replied, "Who are you who calls to the king?" 
15 David said, "You're a man, aren't you? And who is like you in Israel? Why didn't you guard your lord the king? Someone came to destroy your lord the king. 16 What you have done is not good. As surely as the Lord lives, you and your men deserve to die, because you did not guard your master, the Lord 's anointed. Look around you. Where are the king's spear and water jug that were near his head?" 
17 Saul recognized David's voice and said, "Is that your voice, David my son?" 
David replied, "Yes it is, my lord the king." 18 And he added, "Why is my lord pursuing his servant? What have I done, and what wrong am I guilty of? 19 Now let my lord the king listen to his servant's words. If the Lord has incited you against me, then may he accept an offering. If, however, men have done it, may they be cursed before the Lord ! They have now driven me from my share in the Lord 's inheritance and have said, 'Go, serve other gods.' 20 Now do not let my blood fall to the ground far from the presence of the Lord . The king of Israel has come out to look for a flea-as one hunts a partridge in the mountains." 
21 Then Saul said, "I have sinned. Come back, David my son. Because you considered my life precious today, I will not try to harm you again. Surely I have acted like a fool and have erred greatly." 
22 "Here is the king's spear," David answered. "Let one of your young men come over and get it. 23 The Lord rewards every man for his righteousness and faithfulness. The Lord delivered you into my hands today, but I would not lay a hand on the Lord 's anointed. 24 As surely as I valued your life today, so may the Lord value my life and deliver me from all trouble." 
25 Then Saul said to David, "May you be blessed, my son David; you will do great things and surely triumph." 
So David went on his way, and Saul returned home.
	David calls out to Saul’s camp and challenges Abner, Saul’s guard.  What does Saul realize?


Saul and Jonathan’s Death
	2 Samuel 1

1 After the death of Saul, David returned from defeating the Amalekites and stayed in Ziklag two days. 2 On the third day a man arrived from Saul's camp, with his clothes torn and with dust on his head. When he came to David, he fell to the ground to pay him honor. 
3 "Where have you come from?" David asked him. He answered, "I have escaped from the Israelite camp." 
4 "What happened?" David asked. "Tell me." 
He said, "The men fled from the battle. Many of them fell and died. And Saul and his son Jonathan are dead." 
5 Then David said to the young man who brought him the report, "How do you know that Saul and his son Jonathan are dead?" 
6 "I happened to be on Mount Gilboa," the young man said, "and there was Saul, leaning on his spear, with the chariots and riders almost upon him. 7 When he turned around and saw me, he called out to me, and I said, 'What can I do?' 
8 "He asked me, 'Who are you?' 
" 'An Amalekite,' I answered. 
9 "Then he said to me, 'Stand over me and kill me! I am in the throes of death, but I'm still alive.' 
10 "So I stood over him and killed him, because I knew that after he had fallen he could not survive. And I took the crown that was on his head and the band on his arm and have brought them here to my lord." 
11 Then David and all the men with him took hold of their clothes and tore them. 12 They mourned and wept and fasted till evening for Saul and his son Jonathan, and for the army of the Lord and the house of Israel, because they had fallen by the sword. 
13 David said to the young man who brought him the report, "Where are you from?" 
"I am the son of an alien, an Amalekite," he answered. 
14 David asked him, "Why were you not afraid to lift your hand to destroy the Lord 's anointed?" 
15 Then David called one of his men and said, "Go, strike him down!" So he struck him down, and he died. 16 For David had said to him, "Your blood be on your own head. Your own mouth testified against you when you said, 'I killed the Lord 's anointed.' " 
	How does David react to hearing about Saul’s death?

Does he react any differently about Jonathan?




David's Lament for Saul and Jonathan
	2 Samuel 1:17-27
17 David took up this lament concerning Saul and his son Jonathan, 18 and ordered that the men of Judah be taught this lament of the bow (it is written in the Book of Jashar): 

19 "Your glory, O Israel, lies slain on your heights. 
How the mighty have fallen! 

20 "Tell it not in Gath, 
proclaim it not in the streets of Ashkelon, 
lest the daughters of the Philistines be glad, 
lest the daughters of the uncircumcised rejoice. 

21 "O mountains of Gilboa, 
may you have neither dew nor rain, 
nor fields that yield offerings of grain . 
For there the shield of the mighty was defiled, 
the shield of Saul-no longer rubbed with oil. 
22 From the blood of the slain, 
from the flesh of the mighty, 
the bow of Jonathan did not turn back, 
the sword of Saul did not return unsatisfied. 

23 "Saul and Jonathan- 
in life they were loved and gracious, 
and in death they were not parted. 
They were swifter than eagles, 
they were stronger than lions. 

24 "O daughters of Israel, 
weep for Saul, 
who clothed you in scarlet and finery, 
who adorned your garments with ornaments of gold. 

25 "How the mighty have fallen in battle! 
Jonathan lies slain on your heights. 
26 I grieve for you, Jonathan my brother; 
you were very dear to me. 
Your love for me was wonderful, 
more wonderful than that of women. 

27 "How the mighty have fallen! 
The weapons of war have perished!"
	Circle Jonathan every time he is mentioned in this passage.

Put a box around Saul every time he is mentioned.

How did David feel about Saul?

(Remember, Saul has chased and tried to kill him.)

How did he feel about Jonathan?

How might you have felt about each of them if you were in David’s place?




David’s Final Act of Honoring the Covenant
Background: The kingdom had become politically divided after Saul’s death.  Some followed David (the tribe of Judah) and the rest followed Saul’s son Ishbosheth. There were problems: says “The war between the house of Saul and the house of David lasted a long time. David grew stronger and stronger, while the house of Saul grew weaker and weaker.” (2 Samuel 3:1) Eventually, David becomes king over the entire kingdom.

	2 Samuel 4:4
4 (Jonathan son of Saul had a son who was lame in both feet. He was five years old when the news about Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel. His nurse picked him up and fled, but as she hurried to leave, he fell and became crippled. His name was Mephibosheth.)
	Why do you think the nurse fled with Mephibosheth when she heard about the death of Saul and Jonathan?
How old was he when this happened?


Setting: Sixteen Years Later
David and Mephibosheth

	2 Samuel 9

1 David asked, "Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show kindness for Jonathan's sake?" 
2 Now there was a servant of Saul's household named Ziba. They called him to appear before David, and the king said to him, "Are you Ziba?" 
"Your servant," he replied. 
3 The king asked, "Is there no one still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show God's kindness?" 
Ziba answered the king, "There is still a son of Jonathan; he is crippled in both feet." 
4 "Where is he?" the king asked. 
Ziba answered, "He is at the house of Makir son of Ammiel in Lo Debar." 
5 So King David had him brought from Lo Debar, from the house of Makir son of Ammiel. 

	Usually, the remnants of the remaining king’s family were killed.  What does David do?

What did he find out? 


David Meets Mephibosheth

	6 When Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to David, he bowed down to pay him honor. 
David said, "Mephibosheth!" 
"Your servant," he replied. 
7 "Don't be afraid," David said to him, "for I will surely show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at my table." 
8 Mephibosheth bowed down and said, "What is your servant, that you should notice a dead dog like me?" 
9 Then the king summoned Ziba, Saul's servant, and said to him, "I have given your master's grandson everything that belonged to Saul and his family. 10 You and your sons and your servants are to farm the land for him and bring in the crops, so that your master's grandson may be provided for. And Mephibosheth, grandson of your master, will always eat at my table." (Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.) 
11 Then Ziba said to the king, "Your servant will do whatever my lord the king commands his servant to do." So Mephibosheth ate at David's  table like one of the king's sons. 
12 Mephibosheth had a young son named Mica, and all the members of Ziba's household were servants of Mephibosheth. 13 And Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, because he always ate at the king's table, and he was crippled in both feet.
	Why might Mephibosheth been afraid?

The word he uses for dead dog means “an embarrassing piece of garbage”, as crippled people in that time would have been viewed.

What did David do?

What ways does David honor Mephibosheth?

Why did he do this?  Remember 1 Samuel 20:15


Parallel to Christ:

As sinners, we are like dead dogs, coming before the king.  How does the King of Kings respond to us?

Mephibosheth was:



We are:
Sought after by the king


Sought after by the king

Given an inheritance 



Given an eternal inheritance 

Welcomed to eat at the king’s table

Going to eat at the king’s table in heaven
Treated like a king’s son


Adopted as a king’s sons and daughter
What a friend we have in Jesus, our Covenant partner!

Jesus says: I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. (John 15:15)
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